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Mr. James P. O'Reilly
LER No. 83-058

Page Two

July 6, 1983

EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES

On June 7, 1983, with the plant in Mode 1, Smoke Detector
IXA-4993G failed to respond to a simulated alarm ccndition during
the performance of surveillance testing. During additional
attempts to initiate the alarm, the detectors became locked into
a trouble condition and Zone XX (Control Building Elevation 463')
was subsequently declared inoperable at 1430 hours. An hourly
fire watch patrol was established within one (1) hour in
accordance with Action Statement (a) of Technical Specification
3.3.3.7.

There were no adverse consequences resulting from this
occurrence. The rooms containing the inoperable smoke detectors
(reference Cause and Corrective Action) are adjacent to the
Control Room and are normally occupied. Therefore, there is a
high degree of confidence that a fire in the area would have been
immediately detected and extinguished prior to the discovery of
the zone's inoperable condition on June 7.

CAUSE AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

The investigation performed by maintenance personr.2l determined
that Smoke Detector I1XA-4993G was inoperable because of a broken
base assembly. The base assembly had an open circuit which
prevented an alarm condition from occurring on detectors
IXA-4993G-L located in rooms 63-14, 15, 16, 17, 20 and 21. The
exact time of failure cannot be established but apparently was
between March 31 and June 7, 1983. The operability of the zone
was verified on March 31, 1983, during routine surveillance
testing.

The base assembly was replaced and Zone XX returned to operable
status at 0850 hours on June 10, 1983, after the completion of a
satisfactory surveillance test. The licensee plans no additional
action in reference to this occurrence.
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NUCLEAR OPERATIONS

Mr. James P. O'Reilly

Regional Administrator

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region II, Suite 2900

101 Marietta Street, N.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

SUBJECT: Virgil C. Summer Nuclear Station
Docket No. 50/395
Operating License No. NPF-12
Thirty Day Written Report
LER 83-058

Dear Mr. O'Reilly:

Please find attached Licensee Event Report #83-058 for Virgil C.
Summer Nuclear Station. This Thirty Day Report is required by
Technical Specification 6.9.1.13.(b) as a result of entry into
Action Statement (a) of Technical Specification 3.3.3.7, "Fire
Protection Instrumentation,” on June 7, 1983.

Should there be any questions, please call us at your convenience.

Very truly yours,
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