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United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission iWashington, DC 20555

,

Attention: Document Control Desk .

References: Facility Operating License No. NPF-67. Docket No. 50 443

Subjects Licensee Event Report (LER) No. 90-008 000: Initiation of Plant '

Shutdown due to Loss of Both Containment Enclosure Emergency Air j
Cleanup Systems '

Gentlemen: i

:
Enclosed please find Licensee Event Report (LER) No. 90-008 00 for

Seabrook Station. This submittal documents an event which was identified on
February 9, 1990, and is being reported pursuant to 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(1).

s

.

Should you require further information regarding this matter, please '

' contact Mr. Richerd R. Belanger at (603) 474-9521, extension 4048.

Sincerely yours,

gff, / J+* b " '

Ted C. Feigenbaum

Enclosures NRC Forms 366, 366A '
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New Hampshire Yankee Division of Public Service Company of New Hampshire
P.O. Box 300 * Seabrook, NH 03874 * Telephone (603) 474 9521
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United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission Phrch 12, 1990.

' Attention: Document Control Desk Page two
e

'

cc Mr. William T. Run.cIl
Regional Administrator

.
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission

' -Region I
475 Allendale Road
King of Prussia, PA 19406

Mr. Victor Herses, Project Manager-
Project Directorate I-3
United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Division of Reactor Projects
Washington, DC 20555

Mr. Noel Dudley
NRC Senior Resident Inspector
P.O. Box 1149
Seabrook, NH 03874

INPO
Records Center
1100 Circle 75 Parkway
Atlanta, GA 30339
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' ' ' ' ' Initiation of Plant Shutdown due to Loss of Both Containment Enclosure
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On February 9,1990, at 8:47 am EST, the latching mechanism for a door
entering the Containment Enclosure Building failed, rendering the
Containment Enclosure Emergency Air Cleanup System incapable of producing
the negative pressure required by Surveillance Requirement 4.6.5.lb.2d.4.
Therefore both trains of the Containment Enclosure Emergency Air Cleanupe

System were determined to be inoperable and a plant cooldown was initiated
at 9:00 am.

The latching mechanism for the door was repaired and the door was returned
to service at 9:26 am, restoring compliance with Technical Specification

| 3.6.5.1.
.

The root cause of the noncompliance with Technical Specifications is the
failure of the door latching mechanism. This door opens into the Enclosure |
Building from the Main Steam and Feedwater West Pipe Chase, therefore the ||

| differential pressure between these areas creates an opening force on the
i door. This force, combined with normal wear, resulted in the failure of the

latching mechanism.

| There were no adverse safety consequences as a result of this event. The
| inoperability of the Containment Enclosure Air Cleanup Systems did not

adversely affect the health and safety of the public or onsite personnel.
|
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On February 9, 1990, at 8:47 am EST, the latching mechanism for a door
entering the Containment Enclosure Building failed, rendering the door

i incapable of being maintained closed. With this door inoperable, the
Containment Enclosure Emergency Air Cleanup System was not capable of
producing a negative pressure of greater than or equal to 0.25 inch water
gauge within the containment enclosure annulus as required by Surveillance
Requirement 4.6.5.lb.2d.4. Therefore, both trains of the Containment
Enclosure Emergency Air Cleanup System were determined to be inoperable.
Seabrook Station Technical Specification 3.6.5.1 requires that two
Containment Enclosure Emergency Air Cleanup Systems be OPERABLE in MODES 1,
2, 3 and 4. The ACTION associated with this specification does not address
the condition of both systems being inoperable, therefore, a plant cooldown
in accordance with the requirements of Technical Specification 3.0.3 was
initiated at 9:00 am.

CORRECTIVE ACTION

The latching mechanism for the door was repaired and the door was returned to
service at 9:26 am, restoring compliance with Technical Specification
3.6.5.1. The plant :ooldown was terminated at this time. Revisions to
Technical Specification 3.6.5.1 to provide an ACTION requirement addressing
the inoperability of two Containment Enclosure Emergency Air Cleanup Systems
due to the lack of enclosure building integrity are being evaluated.

|4)2T CAUSE

The root cause of the noncompliance with Technical Specifications is the
faliure of the door latchJr.g mechanism. This door opens into the Enclosure

,

| Building from the Hain Stiam and Feedwater West Pipe Chase, therefore the
differential pressure between these areas creates an opening force on the
door. This force, combined with normal wear, resulted in the failure of the
latching mechanism.

! SAFETY CONSEOUENCES

There were no adverse safety consequences as a result of this event. The

i
Containment Enclosure Emergency Air Cleanup Systems function to ensure that,
during LOCA conditions, leakage into the annulus is filtered through HEPA

t

l filters and charcoal adsorbers prior to release to ensure that site boundary
radiation doses remain with the limits of 10 CFR 100. At the time of this
event, the unit had been shutdown since June 22, 1989, following a total of
19.2 effective full power minutes of operation. Therefore, the inoperability
of the Containment Enclosure Emergency Air Cleanup Systems did not adversely
affect the health and safety of the public or onsite personnel.

This is the first event of this type at Seabroo.h Station.

At the time of this event, Seabrook Station was in MODE 4 with the Reactor
Coolant System (AB) at 333 degrees Fahrenheit and pressurized to 925 psig.
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