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RESPONSE OF GOVERNOR EDMUND G. BROWN JR. TO \’)’*
"MOTIONS OF INTERVENORS, SAN LUIS OBISPO MOTHERS FOR CEy,. '
TO AUGMENT THE RECORD IN THE SECURITY PROCEEDING WITH
OF A SECURITY OCCURRENCE; AND FOR LEAVE TO TAXKE PEPOSIT

On July 31, 1981, Joint Intervenors moved this Board to
augment. the record and t+> permit depositions to investigate a
reported breakdown in security at the Diablo Canynn facility.

The security breakdown involved the recent failure of PG&E
guards to discover a pistol in the possession of NRC inspectors.
Governor Brown submits this response in support of Joint Tnter-
venors' Motion.

rhe security breakdown, reported in a July 23, 1981 Board
Notificaticn, has obvious relevance to the pending Diablo Canyon
security proceeding. Under the regulations, PG&E's physical pro-

tection system and organization must provide "high assurance"

that the licensed activities can be carried out without unreason-
able risk to the public health and safety or to the common de-
fernse and security. 10 C.F.R. § 73.55(a). The reported failure

to detect a pistol would seemingly preclude such a "high assurance"
finding, bccause that fa'lure evidences inadequate eguipment or cxy,}

per sonrel, or both. At a minimum, this breakdown of security . ;/
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raises a material issue concerning the adequacy of the PG&E
security system that merits prompt investigation. Without
question, there is a need for the Board to look into this matter
on the record and then to decide, with the proper participation
of the parties, what further action or findings are appropriate.
Surely, there is no basis for the Board to fail to confron: this
significant matter, because the Board nct only has the proper
Motion of the Jeint Intervenors before it, but the Board also has
sua sponte responsibilities of its own und:ir Section 2.760a of
the Regulations. Thus, even if the Board were for some reason
not to grant the Joint Intervenors' irs<tant Motion, the Board
wouléd be independently required to ‘nquire into the subject secu-
rity breakdown.

Governcr Brown believes Joint Intervenors' Motion presents a
reasonable and efficient means to investigate this security matter.
Thus, the Board should augment the record with the Board Notifica-
tivn and direct promgt investigation by depositions to determine
the relevant facts.l/ While the Staff may be satisfied that PGSE
has resolved this matter satisfactorily,g/ the fact is that the
Staff is only cne party in this contested proceeding. The Joint

Intervenors and the Gora2rnor have rights to seek the facts they

Y/ The Board may wish to order that the depositions be held
before the Board so that it will have first-hand knowledge
regarding this incident. Such a prccedure could allow
swifter completion of tane investigation.

2/

See Board Notification.
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deem necessary to deteriiine whether they are satisfied. These

parties also have the right to inform the Board of their views

after obtaining such facts, just as the Staff has done in its

Board Notification.

Govzrnor Brown urges the Board to grant Joint Intervenors'

Motion and to set a schedule for depositions and any pleadings

that tne Board may further desire.

August 14,

1981
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