Department of Energy P
Washington, D.C. 20545 UN 4 1981

Mr. William Dircks

Executive Director for Operations

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Dircks:

The enclosed correspondence has been direc '2d to the Department of Energy.
The contents indicate that a reply should be made more appropriately by the
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. Accordingly, we are rorwarding the original
to you for consideration, along with a copy of our reply.

Sincerely,

Aﬂ«w{‘—\ Kéwim"(

Hugh Kendrick, Acting Director
Plans and Analysis Division
Office of Nuclear Energy
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Inasmuch as a significant portion of your letter deals with matters under the
cognizance of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission, we are forwarding your letter
to them for appropriate action.

Thank you for your interest in nuclear energy programs.

Sincerely,

N
1.5
Hugh Kendrick, Acting Director

Plans an1 Analysis Division
Office of Nuclear Energy

cc:
William Dircks, NRC




Department of Energy
Washington, D.C. 20545

Mr. Cecil H. Bell
1328 Kimbal)
Richland, Washington 99352

Dear Mr. Bell:

Your letter expressing sugport for the utilization of nuclear energy has been
forwarded to this office for consideration.

One of the most important things we can do to help solve our Nation's energy
problem is to get the nuclear industry back on track again. To do so will
require a stable and predictable licensing environment. Therefore, the
Department of Energy will support activities to provide for streamlined
licensing and siting of nuclear powerplants. However, the nuc'ear industry's
problems (as illustrated by 44 reactors canceled in the last 4 vears) cannot
be attributed solely to an uncerta... regulatory environment. Inflation, with
its associated increases in the cost of capital, and diminished load-growth
forecasts have led to criticism and curtailment of utilities' plans for oxpan-
sion. It is, therefore, imperative that we accurately assess our electrical
requirements for the future in order to prevent low electrical growth projec-
tions from becoming self-fulfilling prophecies. The Nation cannot afford a
shortfall in electricity and maintain a healthy economy. Thus, the President's
determination to bring inflation under control is an essential ingredient in
revitalizing our nuclear industry.

Although our plans are still being developed, it is clear that a vigorous and
balanced nuclear technology program will be requirr to meet our energy needs.
| anticipate that this program, when fully formulat.., will involve a major
effort to close the Light Water Reactor fuel cycle, put in place the repro-
cessing activity reauired to support a breeder reactor development program,
and work towards developing the technology to close the breeder fuel cycle.
Thus, 1 believe, we will set in motion the effort to regain our ‘cad in
nuclear tecrhnology and restore confidence in our commitment to rely on nuclear
energy as a major contributor to our future energy supply.

The Three Mile Island accident attracted a great dea! of attention from the
media, various segments of the public, and the Government. After careful
evaluation, however, the President's Commission stated, "On the basis of
present scientific knowledge, the radiation doses received by the general
population as a result of exposure to the radioactivity released during the
accident were so small that there will be no detectable udditional cases of
cancer, developmental abnormalities, or genetic 111 health as a consequence
of the accident at Three Mile Island.”
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The Whole Country 1is looking t U to get us going in the right

v
direction again , So Please don't let us dowme

Slncerv]jrbk(b( &(<

Cecil H. Bell
1328 Kimball
Richlaend, WA. 99352

Copies To

President Ronald Resagan

Senator Henry Jackson

Senator Slade Gorton

Senator Howard Baker

Senator Mark Hatfleld

Rep.. 514 Morrison

Rep. Tom Foley

Director of Ou.M.Be. David Stockman




h' ol Hichland, Washington
’ May 15/1981

Secretary of Energy, James B, Edwards
Washington, D. C.
Dear Secretary Edwards

1 whole heartedly support 95 percent of the President's programe. The
only small parts I disagree with,are the cut back on Amtrak,and not
forging ahead on the Clinch River breeder reactors. The Amtrak system
can save many millions of gallons of oil over any other means of trans-
portatiom, and the Breeder Reactor 1s a must ir this country ever
expects to get on top of the ENERGY situation.

I really want to emphasize the need to get golng with full speed on
Nuclear Energy. And to do that we must eliminate all unnecessary rules
and reg-lations that are causing all of the delays. Bob Ferguson was
made manager of Washington Public Power Supply System & few months ago,
and in January he ~ade & trip to Talwan to see Low ther can hild
nuclear generating plants in 5 years when 1t is taking us 10 to 12 years,
I don't belleve, and I don'%t think you believe the Talwanese are that
mich smarter than we are, I & sure you know what makes the difference.

( copy of article from Tri-CAity Herald enclosed)

We rust overhaul the lNuclear Regulatory Commissiom,NRC,anu have only |
pecple om the Commission that thoroughly understands Nuclear Reactors
and want to do everything possible to get all of the delayed reactors
producing electricity =2s soon as possible, Cne example of unnecessary
d2lays, the NRC has prevented the start up of #1 unit of Three lNlle
Island even though 1t hus teem ready to go for over 2 rears now.Thls
and other reactors all cver our country could have been producing
elactricity and saving milliours and millions of gallons of oll, thereby,
preventing all those U S Dollars from golng down the OPEC rat holes

Our government should be dolig everything possible to free us fronm
the need of foreign oll,instead, we have beerr dragging our feet for
over ten years nows

I kmow we have all kinds of Radical Groups that pretend they are
against ruclaar energy because of the hazards envolved,thoese statements
are ridiculov: and most of them know it. The nuclear 1lndustry has
proven to be the safest way to produce electricity,just look at the
safety record. Thenm look at all the coal miners killed or have Black
Lung disease, tad all the people th..t have been killed on drilling
rigsor in refinery explosions. Every time a News Reporter refers to
Paree Mile Island they refer to it as the worst ruclear accldent in
history, and yet there were NO casualtles, noi even a minor injurye.
That should prove sousthling..

The Antl=islear Groups try to scare the publlc about the disaster
oi a reactor melt dowm, (which i1s not likely to ever happen),but even
1¥ one did melt dowrr the consequences would be 1ik> kids playing house,
compared to the disaster thls country would be in if CPEC keeps rasing
the price of oll or decideto shut it off completely.

I have believed all along that the situation at T M I was not as bad
as the Press,the Anti-Nukes, and the NRC triled to make it appear, and
I belleve if the Red Tape was eliminated and the NRC wouldlet them,the
company could have the cleam up and repalira made in a short time, and
am artlcle in our Tri=-Clty Herald 5/13/81 (copy enclosed)says the
same thing.
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