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DUKE POWER COMPANY
OCONEE UNIT 3

Report Number: RO-287/81-12

Report Date: July 24, 1981

Occurrence Date: June 25, 1981

Facility: Oconee Unit 3 Seneca, South Carolina

ldentification of Occurrence:

Conditions Prior to Occurrence: 100% FP

Description of Occurrence: At 0421 hours on June 25, 1951, valve 3PR-8 failad
in the closed position, thus isolating radiation moni:ors 3RIA-42, -48, and
-49 causing them to be inoperable. Subsequent investigation revealed that the
diaphragm in the air operator on the valve had ruptured. This constitutes
operation in a degraded mode per Technical Specification 3.1.6.8 and is thus
reportable pursuant to Technical Specification 6.6.2.1.b(2).

Apparent Cause of Occurrence: The reason for the inoperability was a ruptured
diaphragm in the air operactor on the valve.

Analysis of Occurrence: Technical Specification 3.1.6.8. requires that two
means of different operating principles shall be operable for detecting
reactor coolant leakage when the reactor is critical and above 2% power with
one of the systems sensitive to radioactivity. The system sensitive co
radiocactivity may be out of service for 48 hours if there are two other means
to detect leakage operable.

While RIA's 47, 48, and 49 were out of service, the above requirement was met
by operability of the normal RB sump level indicator and the means described in
Technical Specification 3.1.6 Bases Section d. Since 3PR-8 failed closed and
JPR-7 was locked closed, the R.B. isolation was not degraded by this incident.
Therefore, the health and safety of the public were not endangered.

Corrective Action: The air operator diaphragm was replaced, and the valve
PR-8 diaphragm replacement frequency has been increased to every refueling
outage.




