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com-unity. Because of the unique characteristics of the Diablo
facility, I believe it would be most appropriate for the Commission
+o conduct its customary, comprehensive review of the Licensing
Board cdecision before a2 licensing decision is made. In my view,
+he Diablo case warrants the most careful review and deserves the
benefit of the Commission's considerable expertise. Full Commission
review of the licensing decision could be expedited with little
negative impact on the time frame for a licensing decision, We

are now at the point where a decision on low power is imminent
after years of hearings aad procedural review. It seems most
appropriate at this time to do everything within the Commission's
authority and customary practice to assure all the interested
parties that the most rigorous examination of the issues has been
accemplished. Thus, I would strongly urge that the Commission

tzke this opportunity to fully review the Licensing Board decision.

Once agzin, I look forward to working with you in the future and
hepe thazt you will give this request your most careful consideration,

PANETTA
of Congress

LEP:tod
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Nuclear Regulatory Commig. v o
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Dear Chairman Palladino:\g\ °  woi 0/
- v A
I am writing to offer my < Fatulations of™your afpointment as

Chairman of the Nuclear Regutatory Commission and.té take this
Opportunity to share my views on the licensing process with
respect to the Diablo Canyon facility,

As you may know, the status of the Diablo Canyon plant is a matter
of great concern to the residents of the area, many of whom are
my constituents. After the commencement of construction, a
seismically active earthquake fault was discovered only two and

a half miles from the plant. While the Atomic Safety Licensing
and Appeal Board has recently ruled that the plant is capable

of withstanding the impact of an earthquake on the Hosgri fault,

the unique issues associated with Diablo and the high level of
community concern warrant the most scrupulous application of
Commission procedures.

I have carefully followed the proceedings with respect to Diablo for
2 number of years now. It has always been my position that since
the licensing decision will be made by the NRC, its procedures must
be carefully followed in order to insure the safety of the plant as
-well -as insuring public confidence in the regulatory process. In
° TeCent weeks, the Commission has implemented an administrative

rulemaking which eliminates the Appeal Board effectiveness review,
allowing the decision of the Licensing Board to become immediately
effective without comprehensive Commission review. This action was
taken in an attempt to reduce the amount of time between completion
of reactors and their actual licensing.

It is my firm belief that because of the Diablo Canyon facility's
unique history, its proximity to an active earthquake fault and the
high level of concern in the community, that it would be most appro-
priate for the Commission to utilize the procedures which it insti-
tuted after the accident at Three Mile Island and which have been

in effect until the recent rulemaking.

I am sure you can appreciate how a change in procedure near the end
of the licensing process is a cause for concern among many in the
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community. Because of the unique characteristics of the Diable
facility, I believe it would be most appropriate for the Commission
to conduct its customary, comprehensive review of the Licensing
Board decision before a licensing decision is made. In my view,
the Diablo case warrants the most careful review and deserves the
benefit of the Commission's considerable expertise. Full Commission
review of the licensing decision could be expedited with little
negative impact on the time frame for a licensing decision, We
are now at the point where a decision on low power is imminent
after years of hearings and procedural review. It seems most
appropriate at this time to do everything within the Commission's
authority and customary practice to assure all the interested
parties that the most rigorous examination of the issues has been
accomplished. Thus, I would strongly urge that the Commission
take this opportunity to fully review the Licensing Board decision.

Once again, I look forward to working with you in the future and
hope that you will give this request your most careful consideration,

PANETTA
of Congress

"LEP:tod
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