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Honorable Jim Jeffries \ 00c^4;,s;*ni:s
House of Representatives A.;, / "M. y

-Washington, D. C. 20515 j;;; .

.

Dear Mr. Jeffries:

This will acknowledge your recent letter in which y0u re# erred . le::er
. from your cons'.ituent:

Mr. Arthur J. Doyl e -

President and Chairman cf the Board
Kansa.s City Power & Light Company
P . ti , Sex 679
Kansas City, Missouri 64141

Because the subject of your constituent's letter does not fall within the
~

purview of the Department cf Energy, we have forwarded your letter to:

Mr. Frank Ingram ,.4
fx Q

!cO',V,''..d. /f NOtsu.l!L,yLd'c
Assis': ant to the Director ,

'' c('Office of Public Affe. irs
Nuciear Regulatory Co mission'

'

l--cjWar.hington, D. C. 20555
-

~ U... i a LC31 m r8
,

. ...u-

Sincerely, "''' E b W " h )
\:X (9i

.h&
Bonnie Betancourt
Director of Soecial Projects~ ' " ' *

Office of the 5xc a:ive Secrecary
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The *ionorable Jack Daly xU
Assistant Secretary
Congressional, Intergovernmental and Public Affairs
Department of Energy
James Forrestal Building
1000 Independence Avenue Southwest
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Mr. Daly;
.

Enclosed please finc' > copy of a letter I received
from Mr. Arthur Doyle, President of Kansas City Power and
Light Company regarding the licensing of nuclear power
plants. I would appreciate your comments on this situ-
ation and whether the new Administration is making any
attempts to expedite this process.

Thank you for your attention to this request.
-- c.u.., .
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Honorable James d. Jeffries !--- JUN ,4 6gg
*1-r- r

P- c3,; ep3: Sce:ry 3)House of Representatives
C--atM & 58"i 8'424 Canncn House Office Build'n

Washington, D.C. 20515 \g 8$@ .;-/.

NIDear Mr. Jeffries:

A bout a year ago we b"cugr- . sur attention the pctential delay by

the NRC in processing an Operate ;: License 'o r our Wolf Creek Nuclear
Generating Unit. Since then, dt. - in part to c' perceived NRC delay and in
part to construction delays, the scheculed fu- Icad date for Wolf Creek has

|
been deferred six months to Apell 1983 and' .ne commercial date of operation

|
has been deferred 12 months to April 1984.

| As indicated by the attached letter dated February 17, 1981, from the
Chairman of the Atomic Industrial Fcrum to the Chairman of the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission, it appears that our concern about the potential NRC
delay was and is warranted. We are now concerned that the impact of the
current NRC backicg in processing operating licenses will trigger Gelays in
the 1983-84 period unless significant changes are made promptly NRC*

procedures and caselcad assignments. It is cur understanding that the NRC's
license review program is now begged down, under-staffed and will result in

,

| completed plants crasting seme $2 billion each to remain idle pending N R C's
Staff reviews. This is a disservice to the public, for each year of delay
adds some 5250 million of carrying charges to the completed cost of each'

plant. Those additional costs must be borne by electric ratepayers. During

the delay, required electric energy must be generated, in p a rt, by cur
scarce fcssil fuels--oil and natural gas.

Cn ::ehalf of the public we serve, I ask your help, as a member of
__ Con g res's , ~ te rec;uire NRC to expecitt: its licensing of nuclear pcwer plants,
pa-ticularly the operating licenses for completed plants, se that our Missouri
anc Kansas customers will not have to pay a cear price for any NRC delay in

j

! licensing Wolf Creek for the 1983-84 s ta rtu p .

Very truly yours,

.

N
YA-

AJO:ca
'' Encicsure, . . . . . .

.
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ackncvledged delays in NRC's licensing process which will
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| licenses for 11 plants previously expected : begin cec =erciti
'

om.eratio.n in .931 and 1981..

These 11 clants.will have.esmo.l.e ed all construction and beco: sed to con::: cute to :ne sa:e anc econo : cal genera:icn c:.. . ...

,3.c..ic4.y ;n .any , . . s o ., . w . . - n 1. . .y . v 3...a, . s.. . y ..; ,-
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collectively stand idle for some 30 months wai:ing f : ad=in.
operating .icenses ::z .

. . .

,stra:ive proce,ures := conc,uce anc :::
| .

l . .

be issuec unless procedures availab.e :: you are inve,.<ec.. .
l .

Thsre is no safe:y risk in your applying these procedures.
. . . . . . . . . . . .-3:::atec ces:s :c :.ne pu:3.tc :c: :ne ic.ing c: suca :ac lt: es. .

.

app cricate one =illion dollars per day for each. Thus, NRC's.
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NRC should suppor. and enf. ^ .e the policy tha any'

matter curren:1y being, or scheduled-to be consid: red
In a ru,emaking shou,d nc. be subjec: :o 3.1::.ga:tn in

. . . ..

.

Incivicua,. 3.icensing proceecings. Sue,n matters are. . . . . . . ..
.

,, a. n. e - i .. 8 n .. a . u . a. a n d a .y d a. . a. . .i ..a . .i c .. .e o# k. o w .i .. A .i . 8. -. . . . . . .

dual plants should address these issues should be held
in abeyance until the conclusion of -he rule =akings.
For examole, issues related to degraded core condi-,

tions, e' specially the hydrogen issue, can be eli=i.tated-

in individual proceedings by publishing the Interim
Rule along with a clear policy statenen: on its
. .

intene.a, use.
.

Increase Licensi.g 3 card and NRC 5:aff discipline.' *
. NRC should issue instructio s to Licensing 3 cards to -

=ake aggressive efforts to shcr:en hearing schedules,
and NRC shculd allocate increased resources to these
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gency plans. The capabi.lity :o carry cut energency
.. . . . . . . .
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| scre 2 :.,ars in unnecessary costs te censumers. 1: :s :nus.
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| about necessary procedural refo ns. projects no: directed'~
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eliminate licensing delays which are unrela:ed to public heal:h-

and safety. Meanwhile, we would be pleased :: discuss with you
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! any c: cur sugges:: ens in greater ce:al,.,
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