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Des-ription of Event

On April 8, 1981, while performing reactor physics testing, control
rods P8 in D Bank (group 1) and F6 in D Bank (group 2) indicated greater
than 12 steps from the group demand position. When this error was
noticed, an immediate calibration check of the rod position indication
channels was performed. This action was taken since previous
experience with indicated rod misalignment had shown the problem was
actually due to instrument error. However, the calibration check did not
provide confidence that the rods were in the position iadicate.. This
indicated pos tion was greater than 12 steps from the group demand
position for 2 comntrol rods.

Probable Consequences of Occurrence

Operability of the position indication system is required to determine
control rod position and thereby ensure compliance with the coutrol rod
aligoment and insertion limits. When actual rod position could not be verified,
the reactor was immediately shut down and the reactor trip breakers Jspened.
Therefore, the health and safety of the publiic were not affected.

Cause of Event

The exact cause of the errar in rod position indication cannot be
determined. This misalignment did not reappear during the subsequent
reactor start-up.

Immediate Corrective Action

The reactor was shut down immediately and the trip breakers were
opened to ensure that there was no actual misalignment of control rods.
The rod position indicators were recalibrated and the reactor subsequently
starte” up. All indicators and critical boron calculations verified the
effectiveness of this ~orrective action.

Scheduled Corrective Action

No further corrective action is scheduled.

Actions Taken to Prevent Recurrence

No further actions are anecessary.

Gener:c Implications

There are no generic implicatioms for this event.



