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Narrative Report
for LER 50-366/1981-041

On April 26, 1981, with the unit operating at steady state power of 2425 Mut
and while performing HNP-2-3801, Diesel Generator Manual Start, the IB diesel
generator tripped on high crankcase pressure and was declared inoperative
approximately seven minutes after it was started and loaded. Tech Specs
3.8.1.1 requires three operable diesel generators. The remaining two diesel
generators, D/G 2A and D/G 2C, were quickstarted successfully and two off-
site power sources had their breaker lineups checked within one hour. As
a result of this event, the unit was placed in a seventy-two hour LC0 status.
The health and safety of the public was not affected by this event. This ~

event is repetitive as last reported on Reportable Occurrence Report No.
50-366/1980-067. .

The cause of the event has been attributed to a spurious trip from the high
crankcase pressure switch while the D/G was in the manual start mode. The
vendor previously had proposed the most probable cause was the possibility

.
of condensate .in the crankcase flashing to steam causing a spurious trip, but

t this was not the case. This phenomena would only trip the diesel in the
, manual. mode, it would not trip the diesel when operated in the auto starti

mode. The crankcase high pressure switch was checked and found to operate
within acceptable tolerances. It's sensing line was blown out and the ~

'

switch reconnected and returned to service.

A generic review revealed no inherent problems with this particular type
'

of pressure switch.
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