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Dear Ms. Goetz:  
 
Attached is a digital copy of a letter requesting that the NRC pinpoint the design and licensing basis for the 
reactor building crane at Fermi Unit 2. 
 
As the letter explains, there are several documents, both originating from the licensee as well as from the NRC, 
that refer to a 125-ton rating. But the only documents I can find of a legal nature (i.e., 50.91, 50.59, NRC SER, 
etc.) establishing the rating date back to 1999 and 2001 where the licensee and NRC explicitly state the rating to 
be 117 tons. If the crane were subsequently legally re-rated to 125 tons, I was unable to find such documents in 
ADAMS despite many hours spent searching for them.  
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Dave Lochbaum 
423-488-8318, mobile 
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October 2, 2019 
 
Sujata Goetz 
Project Manager, Fermi Unit 2 
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
 
 
 SUBJECT: Rating of Reactor Building Crane 
 
 
Dear Ms. Goetz: 
 
 
While reviewing documents about spent fuel cask transfers at Fermi Unit 2, I was unable to determine the 
design and licensing basis rating for the reactor building crane. As described in the attachment, the 
documents revealed both a 117-ton rating and a 125-ton rating. Recognizing that ratings can change, I 
searched ADAMS for either a 50.91 amendment or a 50.59 safety evaluation that explained how a 117-
ton rating was upgraded to a 125-ton rating. I found neither explanation. Best I can tell from the 
documents found, the most recent NRC-approved rating is for 117 tons. 
 
Hopefully, the reactor building crane is designed, tested, and maintained for the 125-ton HI-TRAC casks 
it will be handling and an NRC-approved process can be found to legally support that rating.  
 
I respectfully request that the NRC establish the current licensing basis for the rating of the reactor 
building crane at Fermi Unit 2 and verify that all applicable testing, training, and maintenance procedures 
at Fermi are consistent with this basis. I also ask that the NRC make the documents that define the crane’s 
licensing basis be made publicly available, if they are not already so. 
 
Please note that I am not alleging that crane lacks the required rating pedigree, unless activating the 
NRC’s allegations process is the most suitable means for the NRC to resolve this matter. Likewise, I am 
not petitioning under 10 CFR 2.206 for enforcement action against this licensee. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 

David Lochbaum 
423-488-8318, mobile 
davelochbaum@gmail.com 
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