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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES

o L On May 17, 1979, during the routine visyal inspection of hydraulic g

N ER shock and sway arrestors (snubbers) installed on safety related systems, .
______snuhber §1/21, Core Spray System 11, had signs of grease on the alemite |
(RER figting on the accumulator. The snubber was replaced with an operable -
15163 ! cnare. When functionally tested, the removed snubber failed o lock up |
e . . .- . . . H
(ol fo in the comprescion direction., The compression poppef seatling surface J
51 | _and_the poppet spring were fou ] to be damaged. '
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[T1c] The cause of the event is unknown but appears to be related to the |
1711 riaorous service conditions to which the snubber was subjected. The
Iz | snubber was replaced with an operable spare. Selected snubbers on Core |
el Spray System Il will have a lock up test performed on them to verify )
CIa | operability. Fittings on the snubbers will be capped and tagged. N
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Jersey Central Power & Light Company
Maoison Avenue a: Punc Bowi Road
Morristown, New Jersey 07960

(201) 455-8200

S ——

OYSTER CREEK NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION
Forked River, New Jersey 08731

Licensee Event Report
Reportable Occurrence No. 50-219/79-18/3L-0

Report Date

June 15, 1976

Occurrence Date

May 17, 1979

cation of Occurrence

)

failure of a hydraulic snubber (shock and sway arrestor) to lock up in com=
cression. This event is considered to be a reportable occurrence as defined
in the Technical Specifications, paragraph 6.9.2.b.2.

Conditions Prior to Occurrence

The plant was in a cold shutdown condition.

Nezeription of Occurrence

On May 17, 1879, during the routine visual inspection of hydraulic shock and
sway arrestors (snubbers) installed on safety related systems, snubber 51/21,
Core Spray System ||, had signs of grease of the alemite fitting on the accumu=
lator. The snubber was replaced with an operable spare and functionally
tested, during which it failed to lock up in the compression direction. The
snubber was subsequently disassembled and inspected. The compression poppet
seating surface and the poppet spring were found to be damaged. This problem
was the subject of IE Information Notice No. 79-01.

Apparent Cause of Occurrence

The cause of this event is unknown at this time and is considered to be an
isolated case.

Analysis of Occurrence

Snubbers are intended to limit piping movement during transient and seismic
everts. The visual inspection frequency of these units is based upon their
past history of failures. Additionally, a minimum of 10% are functionally
tested each vear. During the past 17 months, approximately 40 units have been
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functionally tested for lockup in both compression and tension, with no failures.
Therefore, the safety consideration of this event is considered to be minimal.

Corrective Action

This snubber was replaced with an operable spare. Selected hydraulic snubbers
on Core Spray System 1! will have a lockup test performed on them to verify
operabilitv.

Tne results of an analysis performed by Generation Engineering indicated that

the piping for Core Spray System || experiences rigorous service conditions. As

e result of this analvsis, various changes to the operational procedures associated
vith the system have beer made to minimize shock. Since it appears that the

cause of the event could be related to the rigorous service conditions experienced,
hydraulic snubber 51/21 will be inspected during the next refueling outage.

Additionelly, action will be taken to cap and tag the fittings on the snubbers
(hydraulic), warnine personnel not to use grease on them,
Failure Jata

Bergen Patterson Hydraulic Shock and Sway Arrestors
Tyvpe HSSA-10-6



