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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES
[G]Z] | While pulling rods at the end of a refueling outage, the reactor scrammed due to high |

13 | flux actuating the IRM high-high neutron monitoring circuit. The reactor was approach$

(6]%) | ing criticality in the Bl number 1 rod sequence. The estimated reactor period i

[FT75) | approached 5 seconds. Reactivity anomaly is reported in accordance with T.S. 6.7.2.a.4p

| There have been no previous occurrences. There was no hazard to the public health or |

| safety. |
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTIONS
[FT0] [ The fast period was caused by withdrawal of a high reactivity worth rod. Normal plant]

7]7) |practices were being followed. Administrative controls shall require the first rod |

[0C1z) in a RWM group to be notched prior to criticality. Precautions have been placed into |

(GI3] |cperaring instructions. 1
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LER SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
BFRO-50- 259/ 791 Technical Specification Involved _ None
Reported Under Technical Specification 6.7.2.a.4
Date of Occurrence _ 1-18-79  Time of Occurrence _ 2328 _ Unit b e

Identification and Description of Occurrence:
Reactor scrammed due to high flux detected by the IRM neutron monitoring circuit.

Conditions Prior to Occurrence:

Pulling control rods to obtain criticality.

Action specified in the Technical Specification Surveillance Requirements met
due to inoperable equipment. Describe.

None ’

Apparent Cause of Occurrence:

Too rapii withdrawal of a high reactivity worth control rod.

Analysis of Occurrence: i

Withdrawal of high reactivity worth control rods must be slow enough to allow
fulli development of ensuing reactor periods.

Corrective Action: _

The fast period was casused by withdrawal of a high reactivity worth contvol rod.
The operator, following normal practice, allowed the rod to continuously withdraw
since neutron monitoring instruments indicated the reactor to be far subecritical.
Operator action to reinsert the rod failed to reduce the period and resulted in

a reactor trip. Administrative controls have been implemented to require the first
!oﬂuae Data: rod in a RWM grbup to be notched before criticality. Precautions
pertaining to high rod worths have been inserted into operating
instructions.

None
Tennessee Valley Authority - Brown§ Ferry Nuclear Plant



