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** . ATTACHMENT TO LER-78-096/03L-0 Page 1 of 1.

During a routine reactor startup, at a steaming rate of approximately 60,000
pounds per hour, a reactor coolant sample exceeded the chloride ion limits of Tech-
nical Specification Appendix A, Paragraph 3.6.C.2. Sample analysis indicated 0.180
ppm chloride. Operation of the reactor with high concentrations of chloride ions
present could cause or accelerate intergranular stress corrosion cracking of certain
stainless steel components.

Accidental " contamination" of the sample with some material containing significant
chloride ions apparently caused the high chloride ion sample. This conclusion is
supported by earlier and later sample data as shown below:

SAMPLE DATE/ TIME APPROXIMATE CHLORIDE CONDUCTIVITY
2STEAMING (ppm) (Micromhns/CM

(Pound / Hour)

1 12/ 5/78/1445 0 0.055 1.05

2 12/ 5/78/1840 0 0.040 1.13

3 12/ 5/78/2235 50,000 0.180 0.90

4 12/ 5/78/2305 100,000 0.073 0.90

5 12/ 6/78/0235 100,000 0.044 0.98

Sample number 3, above, was the only out of specification sample. Sample 4,
obtained only 30 minutes later, indicates a chloride ion reduction to less than one
half of that indicated in sampic 3. Since the reactor water cicanup system cleanup
" half life" is approximately 60 hours, samples 4 and 5 clearly support the conclusion
that sample 3 was inadvertently contaminated.
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