Consumers
Pover
company | e sl

General Offices: 1945 West Parnall Road, Jackson, Michigan 49201 « (517) 788-0453
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Mr J G Eeppler, Regional Director
Office of Inspection and Enforcement
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Region III

T99 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, IL 60137

MIDLAND NUCLEAR PIANT

UNIT NO 1, DOCKET NO 50-329

UNTT NO 2, DOCKET NO 50-330

SAFE SHUTDOWN BORATION CAPABILITY

In accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 50.55(e), this letter
constitutes an interim report concerning a potentislly unsafe situation
originally reported by a telephone call from B W Marguglio, CPCo QA-PEXC.
to R Cook, NRC Resident Inspector, on October 2, 1979.

On October 1, 1979, Consumers Power Compeny received written notification
from Babeock & Wilcox that the present Midland design does not permit
achieving end me‘"teining a 1% A k/k shutdown margin with sefety grede
equipment essuming a most restrictive core condition and the contrel rod of
highest worth stuck out of the core. This report resulted after an extensive
reviev of the Midlsnd shutdown boration cepability. At present, several
design changes, including hardware modificetions and changes to boron
concentration, are under consideration &s remedies for this situation.

Another report, either interim or final, will be sent on or before
January 29, 1980.
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CC: Director of Office of Inspection and Enforcement
Att: Mr Victor 5tello, USKRC (15)

Director of Office of Management
Information and Program Control, USNRC (1) 1909 ] 7 j
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