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Division of Overating Reactors Docket Nos. 50-317
Office of Nuclear Reactor Reauiation 50-318
U.S. Nuclear Requlatory Commissicn

Washinaton, D.C. 20555

Attention: Mr, Darrell G, Eisenhut,
Acting Director

Gentlemen:

This refers to your letter of June 26, 1979, in which you requestad we
review our policies and nrocedures regarding the testinc of safety-
related systems and the investigation of equipment failures. Such a
review has been performed; the more salient noints of this review are
set forth below.

1. Throughout the period surveillance testing has been in effect at
thic facility (approximately five years), numerous revisions have
been made to upgrade testing techniques to minimize the possibility
of challences to safety features and reactor protective systems.

2. Three merbers of the plant staff are assioned speci”‘c responsibili-
ties recarding surveillance (ests, which include the review and
uouradine of orocedures when ver it appears testina techniques can
be improved to avoid challences to tie systems of concern.

3. The failure of a reactor oro:ective or safety features component to
actuate durinc testina is invariably investicated and renorted as a
Licensee tvent Perort. Such investications are nerformed by staff
enoineers at the plant and assistance is rendered by the Encineerinn
Nenartrent when required. These reports are reviewed bv the Plant
Ocerations and Safety Peview Committee and by the Nff-Site Safety
Review Committee. The same level of review and investication is
nerformed for procedural inadeauacies which cause the nlant to be

nlaced in a dearaded mode of operation.
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Mr. Darrell G, Eisenhut
Testino of Safety-Related Systems and
Investination of Enuipment Failures 2

vased on the foreaoino review, we believe our present nolicies and
procedures provide adenuate assurance that our testina nroaram is imple-
mented in a manner which minimizes challenaes to the facilitv protective
features and nrovides for a vicorous investication and review of iters
which are found to be deficient. Additionally, as indicated by the
continuous imoroverents we have made in our test nrocedures, we do not
believe that a "sense of comnlacency” towards surveillance testino has
ever existed; to the contrary, we believe our manacement policies have
provided for a controlled and conscientious approach to testina which

2as g?ntributed sianificantly to the safe, efficient oneration of the
acility.

#e trust the above informaticn satisfies the request set forth by vour
etter,

Verv truly vours,
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