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IDENTIFICATION OF
OCCURRENCE :

On August 28, 1979, an unauthorized radioactive gas waste release was made
contrary to the requirements of LCO 4.8.1. This cccurrenc: is reportable
per Fort St. Vrain Technical Specification AC 7.5.2(b)3.

EVENT
DESCRIPTION:

At 1630 hours on August 28, 1979, while at 40% reactor power and 117 MW elec~-
trical power, the "prior-to-release" gas waste surveillance for gas waste
surge tank 1B was completed. A gas waste release was started at 1715 hours
on August 28, 1979.

At 2245 hours the operator noted that there had been no change in 1B gas waste
surge tank pressure but 1A gas waste surge tank pressure had decreased. The
gas waste release was immediately terminated and the gas waste release valve
lineup checked. It was found that the wrong tank had been lined up for re-
lease.

The LCO 4.8.1 requires that prior to release of gaseous radiocactivity from
the gas waste surge tanks the tank contents be sampled and analyzed to deter-
mine ccmpliance with the limits on radiocactive releases.

The 1B gas waste surge tank was sampled an¢ analyzed but 1A tank had not been
sampled prior to the release. \fter the reiease 1A gas waste surge tank was
sampled and analyzed. The results of the analysis of the 1A gas waste surge
tank showed that the release rate and contents wo>re within the limits speci-
fied in LCO 4.8.1. The only action contrary to LCO 4.8.1 was failure to
sample and aralyze the tank contents prior to the release,

Release Concentrations Total Activity Released

uCi/scc of 3H 8.0 :
Ci/sce of 133xe 1.82 Ci of 133xe
Ci/scec of 133Xem 3.5

1.32 x 10_
2,98 x 10
5.83 x 10
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CAUSE
DESCRIPTION:

The cause of the unauthorized radiocactive gas waste release was personnel er-
ror in performing the required valve lineup prior to an authorized release.
As a result of this error the wrong gas waste surge tank was released.

CORRECTIVE
ACTION:

The personnel involved in the error aave been admonished for their actioms.

The valve lineup check sheets have been revised to include initials of the
operator for each individual valve as it is positioned.

The "prior-to-release" surveillance has been revised to include the tank num-
ber that is to be released as well as the valve check sheet to be used.

No other corrective action is required or planned.

Prepared by:

Reviewed by:

Jechnical Services Supervisor
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Reviewed by:

Frank M. Mathie
Operations Manager

Approved by: __4&.. 77 %M
Don Warembourg
Manager, Nuclear Production
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