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Special Report
-

cnDocket 50-366 ~

'J n i t e d States Mucipar Regulatory Costni ssion
Orrice of Inspection and Enforcement
Merion II ,

-

S u i t.e 3100
101 Marietta Street
Atlanta, Georgia JO301

ATTH: Mr. Jones P. O'ReillT

Purevant to Section 6 . 't . 2 or Plant Match Unit 2 Technfoa1
Specifications, please find the attached special report concerning an
e v e.n t involving low water level in the fire tanks.
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SPECIAL REPORT
LOW WATER LEVEL IN FIRB TANKS

DOCKET 50 166
July 31. 1970

.

Initial Condition

On 1-1B 70 at about 2200 CST during operation of Unit 2 at 1002 MWtthe Unit 7
(37?.MWei and Unit I shutdown for ce ru el t n a/ma i n tenanc e .
circulnting water nynten van being chlortnated. Watea for the

chlorination process wmn obtained from the fire orotection system

since the nornal source of water was unavailable due to Unit 1 heing
shutdown.

Nature of Occurrence:

At about P200 CST the water levels in the two fire tanks decreased tohalow the required level of 270.000 gallonn an required in Unit 1
i

Tech Spen Section 3 13,7 and Unit 2 Tech Spee Section 1.7.6.1. Tt is

estimated that at leant 706.000 gallons and 234,000 gallons were in
the tanks when the low level was discovered.
Imr.ediate Corrective Action:
The fi ve tank levein were returned to greater than P70.000 gallons
within one hour after discovery of the low levels.

Cause:

The deep well pumpn which supply- water to the fire tanks had

overpressuriced and tripped. Had they not tripped, these pumps would
have had adegunte flow capacity to keep up with the chlorination
requirecents.

Supplemental Corrective Action:
A new source of water supply for the chlorination system in hetne
engineered to eliminate the need for using fire protection water forchlorination of Unit 2 when the Unit I circulating water systec is
out of service.

An i nv e s t i c;at i on revealed that pressure switch P71-NMOG. wh5c5 trinn
the well pumps, was net lower than its design value of th0 ost.

The

sw$tch was re-calibrated to the correct value.
Statum of Redundant or Backug,52s,ty:

The service water crons-tie with the flee protection nestem was

avatinhie durina the period of low level.
I r.pa c t to Other Units:

The fire tank low levels innseted both units since the fire

protection system is common to both units.
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