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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEOUENCES

During weekly servicing of the air monitoring stations associated
with the Radiological Environmental Monitoring Program, it was discovered
on August 6, 1979, that the sampling pump was turned 0FF and no air par-
ticulate and radioiodine samples were collected at Station AT 1.2 Olins-
dale Substation) during the preceding week from July 30 to August 6, 1979.
Technical Specification Table 3.9.1 requires that continuous air sampling
be performed.

Although the plant was operating at 95% power during this period,

ventstackeffluentmonitoringindicategnormallowreleaseratesof
<100 uCi/sec nobic gases and 9.62 x 10 pCi/nec I-131. Since past ex-
perience has demonstrated that these releast levels are undetectable by
environmental air sampling and since the monitoring station involved was
not in the prevailing downwind direction during this period, it was con-
cluded that there were no consequences, or potential consequences, to the
health and safety of the public. Previous occurrences involving missed
environmental surveillance have been reported to the Commission as
RO 76-39, RO 78-18 and RO 78-1.

CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTION

A Chemistry and Health Physics technician inadvertently overlooked
switching the air sampling pump to ON following his servicing visit to
Station AT 1.2 on July 30, 1979.

Immediate corrective action consisted of initiating a new weekly air
sample on August 6, 1979, at 1315. Subsequent corrective action con-
sisted of reinstructing the technician and reemphasizing the importance
of double checking that each station is operating properly prior to
leaving for the next station.
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