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o ,2 1At 0405 and again at 0700. during operation, it.was observed thatg

the absolute rod positien indication for Rod 4, Group 7 was fluctuating three

,(3) to forty (40) percent. Rod 4's position was verified per action statement,
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3.1.3.3. Operability was restored following maintenance w:;hin thirteen (13)
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, hours. No ef fect upon public health and . safety as relative rod position indica-,,,;

; tion was available & operable as a redundant sys tem. Five previous API occur- |,,,j

,rences, but first of this type for Rod 4, Group 7. Reference LER 77-71, 112, ,
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;The cause of this event can be attributed to severa,l sticking reed switches. ,
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The absolute cosition indicator tube wat, replaced and normal operability was ,
,

; restored at 0100 on S/2/79 following satisfactory cocpletion of SP-401.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION

Report No.. 50-302/79-073/03L-0

Facility: Crystal River Unit #3

Report Date: 23 August 1979

Occurrence Date: 1 August 1979

Identification of Occurrence:

Inoperable absolute position for Rod 4 Group 7, con: ary to
Technical Specification 3.1.3.3.

Conditions Prior to Occurrence:

Mode 1 power operation (25%)

Description of Occurrence:

At 0405 and again at 0700, during Mode 1 plant operation; it
was observed that the absolute position indication for Rod 4
Group 7 was fluctuating 3 to 40%. Rod 4's position was verified
per action statement 3.1.3.3. Operability was restored at
0100 on 8/2/79 following maintenance.

tsignation of Apparent Cause:

The cause of these events can be attributed to several stuck
reed switches. Magnetization eminating from magnetic fields
generated during control rod operation, caused the reed switches
to etick.

Analysis of Occurrence:

There was no hazard to plant personnel or general public as
rod position indication was available and operable via relative
position indications.

Corrective Action:

The absolute rod position indicator tube was replaced and
nor:cl operability was restored after satisfactory completion
of SP-401.

Failure Data:

Five previously reported API occurrences, but first occurrence
of this type for Rod 4 Group 7. Ref. 77-71, 112, 123, and 78-62
and 68.
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