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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES

Reactor power was being increased within PCIOMR constraints following
a power reduction for maintenance. At 1137, with core thermal power at
1146 MWt after adjusting the control rod pattern and updating the Process
Computer Power Distribution, MCPR was determined to be .005 below the min-
imum required Tech. Spec. limit of 1.403.

At 1800, core flow was manually reducec due to the oscillating be-
havior of Recirculation Pump "B." Following the reduction of power to
1313 MWt, MCPR was determined to be .024 below the minimum required Tech.
Spec. limit of 1.340.

These minimum limits are established by Technical Specification
3.11.C.1,

CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACTION

The cause of the above events is attributed to a power increasinrg
xenon transient. In each instance, action was immediately taken to re-
store operation above the required MCPR limits by inserting control rods
and/or increasing core flow. Continued operation was therefore allowed
since steady state MCPR was returned to prescribed limits within two hours
as also required by Tech. Spec., 3.11.C.1. There were no control rods
withdrawn or recirculation flow changes during the intervals of the cri-
tical power ratio calculations. Similar occurrences were reported as RO
78-17 and RO 78-28.
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