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ALABAMA POWER COMPANY
JOSEPH M. FARLEY NUCLEAR PLANT
DOCKET NO. 50-348
ATTACHMENT TO LER 79-032/03L-0

Facility: Joseph M. Farley Unit 1
Report Date: /28/79
Event Date: 7/30/79

Identification of Event:

Contrary to the requirements of Tech. Spec. 3.8.1.2, at 0830 on 7/30/79,
it was determined that Diesel Generators 1C and 2C output breakers were
racked out, therefore, the requirement for one 4075 KW Diesel Generator
and one 2850 KW Diesel Generator was not met.

Conditions Prior to Event:

Plant was in Mode 5.

Description of Event:

At 0830 on 7/30/79, it was determined that Diesel Generators 1C and 2C
(emergency power source for River Water Pumps, 2850 KW D.G.) output
breakers were racked out. The normal power source for the River Water
Pump was available. At least one 4075 KW D.G. which provides backup
emergency power for the remaining ESF equipment was at all times available.
Tech. Spec. 3.8.1.2, in part, requires one 4075 KW Diesel Generator and
one 2850 KW Diesel Generator to be operable. Tech. Spec. 3.8.1.2 action
statement requirements were met. The River Water Pumps are not require
by the Tech. Specs. in Modes 5 or 6 and the storage pond was available as
a backup supply for Service Water.

Designation of Apparent Cause:

This event is attributable to personnel error. The subject breakers had

been racked out and not properly restored to operation during the performance

of Surveillance Tests FNP-1-S5TP-40.1 and FNP-1-STP-406.2 (Diesel Generator
Sequencer Load Shedding Tests).

Analysis of Event:

At approximately 0830 on 7/30/79, during a status review of the Emergency
Power Board, it was noted that the breaker indication lights for 4160

volt breakers 1DHO7 and 1DJ06 were not lit. Subsequently, it was determined

that the breakers were racked out with the contrel power off (breakers
were not taggad out). An investigation determined that the apparent

cause for the breakers being racked out was a breakdown in communications
between an Equipment Operator and a Test Supervisor during the performance
of Surveillance Tests FNP-1-STP-40.1 and FNP-1-STP-40.2 (Diesel Generator
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LER 79-032/03L-0

Seau acer Load Shedding Tests) on 7/17/79. The subject STP's require
racning out the breakers in order to perform the load shed verification
during a LOSP simulation. Also, the procedures have steps (with sign-off
provisions) requiring proper restoration of the breakers. During the
test, directives relative to the breakers were relayed from the Test
Supervisor to the Equipment Operator via the Plant Operator. When the
desired actions were completed as reported back te the Plant Operator,
the Test Supervisor would initial the test procedure step. A breakdown
occurred during this relaying of informationm.

Corrective Action:

Immediately vpon discovery, the breakers were racked in and control
power was restored.

2. Meetings have been conducted with Operations personnel to point out
the potential severity of such an incident and the role effective
communications and proper shift turnover have in preventing this
type of event.

3. Surveillance Test Procedure FNP-1-STP-27.1 and FNP-1-STP-27.2 will
be modified to require verification of proper breaker indication for
Diesel Generator Cutput Breakers.

Failure Data:

None
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