THE CLEVELAND ELECTRIC ILLUMINATING COLIP- Y

ILLUMINATING BLDG ®» PUBLIC SQUARE ® CLEVELAND OMIO 44107 » TELEPHONE (216) (23-1350 » MAIL ADDREL, # O BOX S

Serving The Best Location in the NéZ on

Daiwyn R. Davidson
VICE PRESIDENT - ENGINEERING

July 18, 1979

Mr. James Keppler

Director, Region III

Office of Inspecticn and
Enforcement

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Cor ission

TS3 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, Illincis 60137

Re: Perry Nuclear Power F.ant
Interim Report on Rockbestos
Cable Jacket

Dear Mr. Keppler:

This letter is an interim report as reguired by 1C CFR 50.55(e, on the
deficiency concerning Rockbestos Company cable. This i1tem was first discussed
in a telephocne conversation between Mr., M, R. Edelman cf the Cleveland Electric
Illuminating Campany and Mr. Jim Konklin of the NRC Regicn III, Office of
Inspection and Enforcement on June 27, 1979.

Description of Deficiency

Rockbestos Co. was contracted by the Cleveland Electric Illuminating Co. te
manufacture small power and control cable for Perry Nuclear Power Planf, Afcter
receirt of the cable it s discovered that the cable's hypalon jacket was
eccentrisic and at times fell below the 80% tolerance regu'red in cur speci-
fication through 1PCEA standard S-68-516. A sampling of the cable received
revealed that approximately 6% of the reels of cable sampled contained cable
which did not meet the specification r quirements. Readings as low as 624 cf
jacket thickness were recorded. As a result there is some concern that the
cable jacket will not be able to fulfill its intended function (to contain

and protect the individual conductors) and that incipient faults could cccur.
Since it is felt that such a fault could adversely affect the safe Cperation

or shutdown of the nuclear power plant, extensive evaluaticn or extensive
repair will be required to establish the adeguacy of the cable jacket to
perform its intended safety function. At present, the Rcckbestos Co.
posing to conduct worst case pull test utilizing cable with jacke< as low
50% of specified thickness. These tests are scheduled to be coni.icted the

week of August 13, 1979.
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Mr. James Kepp.er -2- July 18, 1979

Upon receipt of the worst case test results, an evaluation of the results will
be . conducted. The results of this evaluation will be described in a final re-
poert to be forwar :d to your office by September 28, 1973.

Very truly yours,
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Dalwyn R. Davidscn
Vice President-System Engineering

& Construction
DRD: 31

cc: Victor Stello, Director
Office of Inspection and #nforcement
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555
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