AVinied Diates Denatle

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510

June 5, 1979

Mr. Joseph M. Hendrie
Chairman

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Mr. Hendrie:

Enclosed is a copy of a telegram I received from
Mr. Donald Lutken, President of Mississippi Powexr ard
Light Company, regarding the impact of any delay in the
issuance of an operating license for their nuclear plant
at Grand Gulf. Also enclosed is a copy of a statement
outlining the "afety of the proposed plant.

I would appreciate your full consideration of the
issues raised by Mr. Lutken anc your providing me with
2 response to them.

Your assistance is appreciated.

Sincerely,
THAD COCHRAN
U. S. Senator
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"SHORT" STATEMEN < ON SAFETY AT CRAND GULF NUCLEAR STATION

* Grand Gulf vs. Three Mile lsland - _ ‘

- -

f:- Cou.ld a lu.u of coohnt accxdent such as the March 28, 1979 incident

_at Three Mile. lshnd occur at Crand Gulf? ~The answer is ''abs olutely not. e
Graqd Gulf utilizes a different design ccmcept which orecludes an in mc:dent ra Lo 3
.-such as occurred at three Mx.le Island. T

% b3 x_ S, -~
= at R ; . “‘..3- S s -
AT N e ER f ’
. v - b
0

et oW X - -
N T - .

b -

- Safety Features at Grand Gulf Nuclear Station -

The 6rmd Gulf Nuclear Station ‘1 surporates the most modern and most
sophisticated technology.in the history of steamn generation. It is, in the words
of Dr. Teller, infinitely safer than any other method of commercial production

of electric energy.

It utilizes a '"defense-in-depth' concept so that if a safety system
were to malfunction, a series of back-up systems automatically function. _

Operator Efficiency and Training -

Each operator is trained to levels of performance higher than
Nuclear Regulatory Commission standards. This level of operator
proficiency will be maintained by annual simulator tests of every
conceivable event that could occur in the Grand Gulf plant.

Security -

Potential threats to the integrity of the plant from outside sources
nave been fully considered in the design and construction of Grand Gulf.
“ The plant will safely withstand all credible natural pher omenal as well as . - i
man-made threats. A highly trained, armed guard force using sophxstxcated —
intrusion detection systems will prevent sabotage or intrusion.

-More
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; ,,‘ Nudur Regulatory Commission as a condition of the operating license.
NG ,lt w1 be tested per’ odxc;l.y aft.er the plmt begins opexahons. i

"Short'' Statement (continued) -2~

Evacuation Plans -

s . An emergency response plan for Grand Gulf is being prepared |
. together with state and local authorities. This will be reviewed by the
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Spent fue1 ducharged from Grand Gulf will be held in storage tanks
at the phnt until it is received by the Federal Government for reprocessing
or disposal. This is in accordance with present Federal law.

) Grand Gulf has sufficient spent fuel storage to accommodate
- plant operation through 1992.
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. phases of the dengn, construchon and eventual operation of the ?lant will

"LONG" STATEMENT ON SAFETY AT GRAND GULF NUCLF*® STATION

The Grand Gulf Nuclear Station design incorporates the most modern
and sophisticated technology available in the power gener .tion industry. This
_ deign fully conforms to the U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission's (NRC)
- regulations and criteria and is thoroughly reviewed by the NRC for compliance.
The comprehensive qu;hty assurance programs which have been applied to all

-

"assure that it*u as saJ’e and efﬁcxent as possxble. Yob .'% .
Nuclear reactors are buxlt utilizing the '"defense-in- depth" concept.
This means that for each plant system that performs a safety function there 3
are others, back up systems, to take over and per. >rm that function should
the primary system malfunction. The redundancy in the safety systems at
the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station will assure the protection of the public in the
unlikely event of a systém malfunction or accident. The recent events at the
Three Mile Island plant proved the validity of this concept. In spite of numerous
malfunctions the plant was safely shutdown and no one was killed or even injured.
Additionally, radiation exposures received by persons in and around the plant,
including the public, never ever remotely approached dangerous levels.

- - - a

.Persons living in the immediate vicinity of the Grand Gulf Nuclear
Station routinely receive a nroximately 150 millirems of radiation per year
from natural background sources - - air, water, food cosmic rays, television.
bricks, medical x-rays, etc. A chest x-ray alone exposes a person to 40
millirems. By contrast, the additional radiation that will be received by
these people due to the operatjon of the Grand Gulf plant will be about 1
millirem per year less than 1% of the natural background dose they already
receive.

The training and qualification program for the personnel who will
operate the Grand Gulf Nuclear Station is extremely rigorous and thorough.
The final step in this process is a comprehensive testing program administered
and evaluated by the NRC. These operators will undergo a retraining and
requalification program each year on a nuclear reactor computerisimulator ¥

' to evaluate their actions under all credible simulated accident conditions.

This will assure the maintenance of their knowledge and skills.

Potential threats to the plant's safety integrity from outside sources
have been fully considered and accounted for in the design. The plant will
safely withstand all credible natural phenomena including severe storms,
hurricanes, tornadoes and floods. The tornadc that struck in April, 1978
caused damage only because the plant was in a partially completed state.

Had the plant been completed and operating, there would have been no damage
that could have czused a threat to the public. Man-made threats have also
been considered. The plant is to be equipped with sophisticated electronic




""Long'' Statement (continued) -2-

intrusion detection syst.ems, access control and screening systems, and
~ an armed, highly specxahzed and trained guard force to prevent sabotage
- or plant takeover. ~

: ~~ “ The safety record of the comrnercial nuclear powet industry is -~ 7
ﬂ.awless. "No one‘has ever been killed or even injured due to the radiation ~ ~ *
from these phnts. Our. technology ha- taken a potentially hazardous source ~‘ A

_-.;';}j'-{:-': ',of energy and controlled it so that it can benefit society. There have been: - . -

accidents including the recent events at Three Mile Island, but the plants o
have always perforined as intended and minimized risk to mankind. Care

in design, construction and operation of these plants has held the consequences

of that risk to a fully acceptable level - - zero!

..

FEEEEE It /N ]
.9.,_.1‘4‘



