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REPLY TO:

ENGINEERING OFFICE
TURNPIKE RO AD

WESTDORO, M ASS ACHUSETTS 015 81

TELEPHONE 697 366 9011

August 10, 1979

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Attention: Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Division of Operating Reactors
Thomas A. Ippolito, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch #3

References: (a) License No. DPR-28 (Docket No. 50-271)
(b) USNRC letter to R. H. Groce dated January 13, 1978;

Subject: Amendment No. 43 to Facility Operating License
(c) USNRC letter to R. H. Croce dated May 26, 1978;

Subject: thnpower Requirements for Operating Reactors
(d) VYNPC letter (WVY 78-52) to V. Stello, Jr. dated

June 21, 1978; Subject: Manpcwer Requirements for
Operating Reactors

(e) USNRC letter to R. H. Groce dated August 9, 1978;
Subject: Fire Protection Plan

(f) VYNPC letter (WVY 78-74) to T. A. Ippolito dated
August 14, 1978; Subject: Fire Erigade Manpower
Requirements and Prefire Strategies

Dear Sir:

Subject: Proposed Change to Fire Protection Technical Specifications

Pursuant to Section 50.59 of the Commission's Rules and Regulations,
Vermont Yankee Nuclear Power Corporation hereby proposes the following
modification to Appendix A of the Operating License.

Proposed Change: k'e propose the following change be made to the Vermont
Yankee Technical Specifications:

1. Page 190-a, Section 6.1E.

Change the first sentence to:

"A Fire Brigade of at least 5 members shall be maintained onsite at
all times."

Reason for Chance: The proposed change is in direct response to the
USNRC's demands that Vertont Yankee Nuclaar Power Corporation amend
Vermont Yankee's Operating License.
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Basis for Chance: The proposed change addresses the issue of fire
brigade size put forth in References (c) and (c) above, and is intended
to comply with'the NRC concerns expressed in those references and in
various other documents, meetings, and telephone conversations.

The fire brigade will consist of three persons fully trained in all
aspects of the fire protection program, including operation of fixed fire
suppression systems and f amiliarity with pre-fire strategies; and two
persons fully trained in fire fighting, but not to include pre-fire
strategy sessions, operation of fixed fire suppression systems, or
operation of other plant systems.

Safety Censiderations: The change proposed has been requested by the NRC
and is not considered to constitute an unreviewed safety question. This
change has been reviewed by the Vermont Yankee Nuclear Safety Audit and
Review Coemittee.

Fee Determination: The Commission has determined that no license
amendment fee is required to accompany applications or requests to
incorporate NRC-recommended Technical Specifications for Fire Protection.
This Proposed Change meets that criterion, thus no fee is included.

Schedule of Chance: This change will be incorporated into Vermont
Yankee's Technical Specifications 90 days after approval by the Commission.
It is expected that these additional two fire brigade members will
complete their initial training on, or before, January 1, 1980.

We trust that this information is acceptable to you; however, should you
have any questions, please contact us.

Very truly yours,

VERMONT YANKEE NUCLEAR POWER CuRPORATION

C.\h
D. E. Vandenburgh
Vice President

EAS/DEV/dep
Enclosure

C05fGNWEAITH OF MASSACHUSETTS)
)ss.

COUNTY OF WORCESTER )

When personally appeared before me, D. E. Vandenburgh, who being
duly sworn, did state that he is Vice President of Vermont Yankee Nuclear
Power Corporatien, that he is duly authorized to execute and file the
foregoing request in the name and on the behalf of Vermont Yankee Nuclear
Power Corporation, and that the statements therein are true to the best
of his knowledge and belief.
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a '; O 1 R. H. Groce Notary Public,
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;' Vl My Commission Expires Serto.- 14 1984,
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5. The Plant IIealth Physicist shall meet or exceed the qualifications of Regulatory Guide 1.8,
Revision 1 (September 1975).

E. A Fire Brigade of at least 5 members shall be maintained onsite at all times. This excludes |
2 members of the minimum shift crew necessary for safe shutdown of the plant and any personnel
required for other essential functions during a fire emergency.
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