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July 6, 1979

Richard Hoefling, Esq
Staff Counsel

Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Re: Shoreham - Case 50-322

Dear Dick:

Enclosed 1s a copy of a recent news report which
refers to a September 5, 1969 AEC report in which the
design of the Three Mile I:zland plant was reviewed. Would
you kindly forward a copy of this report. Please consider
this in the nature of an informal discovery request arising
under County Contentions 3a, Sb and lla.

erelj,

4/04/( 7

ard C Han

RCH/jag

CC: To all parties (with enclosure)

790809~

(ks VA SEA]
S5930cL 0



L e
e
s

- e 4 -
e, W

L}

aid g

industry along

™y

ANDERSD

Why the ‘S’asﬁﬁse-_‘-:,

”.

the auclear power
explained away by

as "something that had

zBot~been foreseen- when' the reactor, was
Edesianed " : :

e vl st o -

:

3 ago; even before the (irst

atomic .ufag h

1 yarogen.
Ish?:'d Nuclear Suﬁ‘:: Uni’No. 2 a decade
.concrete was poured for

problems a‘ Three

“the foundations of the cooling towers.~-ss. .- -

Eorslt-is also clear

7" Aarch that the

s that looked good on -
;ﬁg_g\‘x?u when- the ex
>~ Before a constructio
>for the Three Mile Is
“the Atomic Ex.u?
#sor to the Nucle

from the near-catastrophe last.

CAt 3 Mile isiand’s.
‘Hydrogen Bubble?

2 o " "a 3 I ’ -‘i..-“h .
“bubble” that:nearly blew the lid off myd&.m
with it—was
. red-faced federal officials

B i e res P

response to the expressed fears of
sthe. experts.was-a buresucratic solution—one

emargency o e v Y
B permit could be
land'plant, safety experts uf
Commission (AEC), predeces--
ar Regulatory Commissior

paper but proved wholly in-
: k- 3;:,_, ’

(NRC), made a required evaluation of the design

-
-

NS

€ plans. Their report, dated Sept. 5, 1969, was both
~candid und exp

licit T i =i o L

“ = *Hydrogen gas would be produced as a conse-

~quence of a loss-of-coolant accident,” the report

Lwarned.""\We are

e

for: control of the.h concentration for:all”
reactors,.and have g?y‘:tn established the meta-

g s:-which will' be ‘acceptable.” = -. ‘< T2

& o AN L et
¢ % Having posed the. problem—and noted” that;

il

g A
.

e

~theydidn't have an answer to it—the safety offi-
b 2 . n s
P . - . l r
mmed;bly_qhade@ xtwg gkg‘)'to H.'._,“m“g’.! -,

"7 "We conclude,” the experts’ safety evaluation
_;report said, "“that the (utility companies’ com-

. outment to study

‘other means of controlling the

* hydrogen provides reasonable assurancertbat'an

;

1ssued _

currently reviewing the-prob-.
zlem ofhydrogen production and several methods.
-

Facceptables

icomcentration - ..
cthie operation of TMT 2.” . B 1
:.‘T‘,’g;Wou.‘a.."methodf"yu eveotually und, and

s

:xt'm a typical Washingf3a solution: Guidelines

<

-

gof'éonu'oumg"" dlrhyd;om
be- establi

.“or to

:were lssued -atting strict standards for nuclear
sreacturs’ eme. gency core-cocling systems. And in

*Septamber, 1976, a new-

safety evaluatiomr of -
“Three Mile Isiand concluded th;ty i
mﬁnn because the plant’s eme
f;gonsisunt with- the guidel

wes

rgency system was

(nes.”. P e

<.z The only trouble, was, the theorstical zuab

“work on which the guideli
.:?!xt'w be COCk.}'Qi e

-

=< Govarnment and indus

-

£9 were based turned

A s 5 e
R L il e ALY
for -

migr«d.

sexcmple,- that after’an’ accident the concentra-
-Hon of Lydrogen gas in the containment vessel

*would not reach a flammah
-tib?agm::imat_dx 25da
AntThus there would

le

rtunately; there was a
than 11 hours
Mile Island. =~ .>* . on- |

explosive level un-

ys” after the loss . cool-..
; d be plenty of time to take-
fmergency - measures. "5 < ol %
:dg point of 'faft, _L'.nﬁla

ydrog en. gas explosion less
‘the.accident at Three

-

“2ZIncredible as it may seem, the NRC's AEvlso-
(r:y Committee on Reactor S
Con

gress in Jan

‘trol-was one of

~~But in the peculiar jargos of

“resolved” is in

a number o
that had been “resolved ™ : .

Safeguards- assured
uary, 1978, that hydrogen con-
f inher_egt problems

e

bureaucracy,

2o way the same as "solved”

-~ 'As amemo accompanying the NRC It ex-
-plained: "In some cases an item ha.st;g:n re- .

eral officials can have

- no’such excuses now after Three Mile Isl
- The NRC l:und l"—fbﬁ' probi.m is l:cingmrs-'

= w&wﬂ;c AR T e
=*50-the neardisaster Tay have had some
seffect after a . paltwinchangcth.m
 dening "What! Me _worry?” attitude of the nucle.
“az-power- industry’ and the bureaucrats who are
'l‘. ﬁ-i:w‘:'mi! "thé“:wbﬁc. - sdlwms. w

New York

Dally News

Qﬂ'/‘ﬂ
-
&7 7

520206



