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Dear friends:

Week after week the Boston and Plymmuth
newspapwes gove deiatls about operational problems
at Nucleaz Plant Pilgrim here in Plym¢cuth,and
on radiation releases, We hope that you can
mandate stricter supewisionand contol of Pilgrim I .
And that you willaay‘ﬁg to Pilgrig II




mishap, nuclear power plants were
experiencing the sales problems.

_ By Jerry Ackerman
Globe Staff

To be sure, the Three Mile Island nuclear power
piant accident could nardly help promote sales of more
reactors

But in fact, times aiready were tough, and things in
the American nuclear business could not have gotten
much worse than they alreadv were

Even before the Pennsylvania accident. the worst in
nuclear power’s history, the nation's four reactor manu-
facturers were rolling up nearly order cancellations at a
rate nearly three times than of new orders

The nuclear industry in 1973 received 41 new reactor
orders and in 1974 another 26; but orders since Jan |
1975 have totaled oniy 13 — and there have been 37 can-

eliations. r
Beyond this, there have been more than three dozen |

“deferrals,” or postponements, including 1o the past six
r “onaths Boston Edison Co's Pilgrim 2 reactor and two
other units pianned by New England Power Co. in
Rhode [sland

Even the industry’s critics agree nu-'sar safety has
had little 10 do with these woes, although times might
be a little better had Three Mile [sland not happened

A deeper reason, industry sources and outside ina
lysts say, lies in America’s 1573-73 Arab
0il embargo

Faced with higher energy costs across |
nation made 1974 into The Year America Tur
slicing in half an almost constant 20-year electricity
sales growth trend of 7 percent a year

reaction (o the

For the nation's four reacter makers Westing-
house, General Electric, Combustion Engineering and
the Babcock & Wilcox division of J. Ray McDermott &
Co., Inc. — a full appreciation of this was siow in com-
ing

‘Everyone thought that the downturn was tempo
rary,” adds Theodore Heuchling, an Arthur D. Little
Inc, vice president specializing in energy issues. “Now
‘aere is no widespread agreement on what the electric
naustry’s growth will be.”

One nuclear-company executive, who in 1974 was a
government energy specialist, recalls

‘When the®mbargo hit was expected that, well. this
is really going to propel nuclear, because it would be a
substitute for oil Instead, the opposite happened. The
high price of oil caused so much conservation that peo
ple not only shut off thei~ lights and turned down their
heat, they kept it down,”

The Three Mile Isidnd accident, of course. is taking
a momentary toll in t < nuclear industrv. It now ap
pears that months even years, will be required
thrash out the doubts raised at Three Mile Island about
reactor safety, operating procedures and the govern
ment's ability to regulate
Until Some of these problems (posed by the acci-

lent) are resolved, [ can't see anvone order ng ancther
Feactor for at least two more years.” savs Norman O
Rasmussen, the MIT
Northeast U

assocat

nuclear engineering professor and
ilities Inc., director whose name has been
d with nuclear safety

ty. the reac
lor ingustry remains quite alive, in a position to wait
for better days. Indeed, until Three Mi
nside and out thought this mi

isiand, manv

turnaround

year,” as ojie securities analyst put it, particularly with
the indications last winter that oil prices were about to
siyvocket

Despite the cancellations and deferrals, the four re
actor manufacturers’ domestic order backlog is estimat
&d o be worth as much as $20 billion, with enough work
to last through 1983 e ate ] ‘0
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The limits
of the atom

0 issue since the Vietnam War has divid-
ed America more than nuclear energy It
has provoked huge demonstrations. [t
has led to civil disobedience [t has
spawned lawsuits. [t has roused pas-

sions all across the country
There are those who see nuclear power as crucial
10 solving the energy cris's and would push ahead
with new and bigger planty. There are those who see
nuclear power as the road to doomsday and would
not only forbid the construction of new plants but
also shut dovn m enn.n( ones. And there are vast

e caliin of sapping the

energy in lht nom bu who are concerned about ra-
diation, especial.y since the accident at Three Mile
Island

The facts are simple: There are 72 existing nucle-
ar power planis in the United States: uiilities have
construction permits 1o build M others, and 34 more
are in the engineering stage. [f all the plans were ap-
proved we would nearly triple the number of plants
in the country

We believe that nuclear power has failed to meet
its promise, 50 widely trumpeted in the [960s. of
cheap, reliable and safe electricity. But a sound en-
ergy policy steers a course between extremes. We
should neither push ahead with all the new plants
nor shut down all the existing ones. Sound policy re-
quires-the following:

L. The safety of ail existing plants should be up-
graded .n accordance with recommendations of the
presidential commussion studying Three Mile [3-
land. Plants that cannot meet such standards should
De shut down.

2. The operating permits of the 94 plants with
construction permits should be held hostage by the
federal government untithe stricter safety stan-
dards resulting from the Three Mile Island study
are debated and approved by the Nuclear Regula-
tory w»mmumon And they should be built then
nly if they ciearly superior to all other feasible
‘omomax.onf«‘:ﬁnw"wurces and conserva‘ion

3. No new construction permits shoul®De issued
uniess it can be demonstrated that there is a clear
need for the additional energy and that nuclear
power (s a last resort. [f other kinds of plants are
feasible they should be built inste
more \cmursoun:es. such as so-
ar, are developad our rellarce on nuclsar powe:
should be reduced. Nuclear power in its present
form 15 only a temporary source of en

In New Englan@ such a policy would mean the
following: the twin reactors at Seabrook, N H.. and
the third Mills:one unit in Connecticut, which have
construction permits. would have to be justified
anew: and Boston Edison should not get a construc-
tion permit for a second Piigrim facility unti] new
safety standards are codered

We believe such a policy would be good for New
Engiand in the long run. and that the region could
adjust 10 it in the short run. There are alternatives
natural gas right now, and hydro-electric power lat-
ér on, if +. invest heavily in them now. And sbove
all, there 1s conservation

Obviously, such a policy would injure utilities
that have spent large sums on planned new piants
under the old ground rules It would be entireiy ap-
propriate for the federai government 1o compensate
them for any losses they incur

What would not be appropriate would be to dou-
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ble or triple the national production of nuclear pow-
er on the flimsy excuse that money has aiready been
invested and that it is too late w0 stop. It is never too
late to change policy: what is required is that the
tough qUestions be faced and answered, and that we
deal forthrightly with the consequeneges
here are safety measures that can be
taken now The Kemeny Commission
has already commented unfavorably on
some aspects of the personnel! perfor-
mance at Three Mile [siand. And public
confidence requires some real changes in the federal
role in operaung such plants Even before the Ke-
meny report is out, the Nuclear Regulatory Commus-
sion couid esubu-h a ipecm emergency team to fly
mmedmeu o any :mm n the event of an acer-
dent = -
In the longer ~un, NRC personnel should be sta-
tioned on a full-time basts at 2ach of the 48 nufTéar
onfpteYes mma the country That would repre-
sent no heavier an ¢ ;ougax.‘,n han the piacing of De-
partment of Energy officials in the offices of many
oul companies 10 supervise the operations of the oil
allocation system
Nagging doubts about nuciear safety dictate that
the reguiatory and permit processes function or *he

basis of President Carter's oft-repeated but neyerry /) f*:v e
L

1976 Consumption of Energy
New England vs the United States
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