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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES h
| On November 8,19 79, Westinghouse inf ormed Vepco that it had identified an undetectablelo 2

o 3 g failure which potentially could exist in a circuit associated with ESF actuation. TheI

circuit af fected is the Reactor Trip Breaker auxiliary contacts for the P-4 permissive Io 4

lois| |which provides an interlock to enable or defeat the capability to manually reset and

| 0 |6 | | block safety injection. Present testing of the SSPS does not check the operation of

l o | 7 ] I these P-4 contacts, therefore a potential failure would be undetected. The health andI

safety of the general public were not affected by this event. Reportable pursuant to Io g
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND CORRECTIVE ACT;ONS h

ggggThe cause for this potential undetectable failure is an apparent design error by ,

,

,, ,,,; Westinghouse. Westinghouse has provided procedures for testing the P-4 contacts with I

the unit shutdown and at power. These test schemes are presently being evaluated to
,, ,,,g

; determine if the method is acceptable. I,,,3,
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Description of Event

On November 8,1979, Westinghouse informed Vepco that an undetectable failure
in the Engineered Safety Features Actuation System had been identified.
Because present testing of the Solid State Protection System (SSPS) does not
check the operation of the Reactor Trip Breaker auxiliary contacts for the P-4
permissive, a potential failure of the P-4 contacts would not be detected and the
automatic initiation of safety injection could be prevented.
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Probable Consequences of Occurrence

The P-4 permissive provides an interlock in the Engineered Safety Features
Actuation System to enable or defeat, depending on the status of the Reactor
Trip Breakers, the capability to manually reset and block safety injection.
If the P-4 contacts fail to close when the reactor trip. breakers open, the

normal mode of resetting and blocking SI could be prevented. If the contacts

fall to open when the breakers are closed, the consequences are such that
following a previous initiation of SI and manual reset and block, the block of
SI would remain following the reset of the reactor trip breakers, when the
plant would return to power. An annunciator is available in the control room
to check the correct function of the P-4 pes issive; however, illuminated
control board windows are not permitted by IEEE Standards as an acceptable
means of detection because the components are not saf ety grade. The health
and safety of the general public were not affected by this event. Unit 2 has
the same design and is similarly affected.

Cause of Occurrence

This undetectable failure is apparently the result of a design error by Westing-
house.

Immediate Corrective Action

Westinghouse has provided procedures for testing the P-4 contacts with the
unit shutdown and with the 2 nit at power. Both test schemes are presently

being evaluated.

Scheduled Corrective Action

Appropriate procedures will be changed to incorporate the testing of the P-4
contacts on a periodic basis.

Actions Taken to Prevent Recurrence

No further actions are required.
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