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PUGET SOUND POWER & LIGHT COMPANY
PUGET POWER suiLCING . (204) 454-4343

8ELLEVUE WASHINGTON 98009

CFFICE CF THE VICE PRESiCENT
Esc.NEtaisc a ccusTnocTicn November 19, 1979

Mr. Harold Denton
Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Subject: Skagit Nuclear Power Project
Docket Nos. 50-522 and 50-523

Dear Mr. Denton:

This letter is being written to clarify recent press releases and
to advise you of our current planning for the Skagit Nuclear
Power Project.

Because of the uncertainties that presently pervade the federal
regulation of nuclear power plants, we believe it prudent to
defer additional major expenditures on Skagit until the regulatory
climate again stabilizes. Although we hope we are wrong, it
appears to us that this may require two or even three years, bear-
ing in mind the need for the Commission and industry to take into
account the lessons learned at Three Mile Island. In view of the
above circumstances, we are now anticipating a delay in the start
of construction of the Skagit Units by a comparable period of time.

The need for additional power generating resources in the Pacific
Northwest grows ever more urgent. We have confidence in the
nuclear option. We continue to believe that the Skagit site is
an excellent site. Accordingly, we intend to continue our efforts
to obtain an LWA and Construction Permits for Skagit as soon as
possible so that, as matters stabilize, we will be in a position
to proceed without delay. To that end, we will maintain whatever
engineering, consulting tnd other capabilities may be necessary to
expeditiously complete the pending licensing proceeding.
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We are currently awaiting receipt of USGS/NRC questions and will
expect ta work with the NRC to resolve these questions and con-
firm the iroject SSE.

Sincerely,
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W. J. Ferguson
Vice President
Engineering & Construction

cc: Attached Service List
F. Theodore Thomsen

.
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' ' t' * Date: November 19, 1979

Valentine B. Deale, Chairman Robert C. Schofield, DirectorAtomic Safety and Licensing Board Skagit County Planning Department1001 Connecticut Avenue, N.W. 218 County Administration BuildingWashington, D. C. 20036 Mount Vernon, WA 98273

Dr. Frank F. Hooper, Member Richard M. Sandvik, Esq.Chairman of Resource, Ecology, Assistant Attorney GeneralFisheries and Wildlife 500 Pacific BuildingUniversity of Michigan 520 S.W. YamhillSchool of Natural Resources Portland, OR 97204Ann Arbor, MI 48109
Roger M. Leed, Esq.Gustave A. Linenberger, Member Room 610Atomic Safety and Licensing Board 1411 Fourth Avenue BuildingU.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Seattle, WA 98101Washington, D. C. 20555
CFSP and FOB

Alan S. Rosenthal, Chairman Eric StachonAtomic Safety and Licensing 2345 S.E. YamhillAppeal Board Portland, OR 97214U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555 Robert Lowenstein, Esq.

Lowenstein, Newman, Reis,
Dr. John H. Buck, Member Axelrad & TollAtomic Safety and Licensing 1025 Connecticut Avenue, N.W.Appeal Board Washington, D. C. 20036U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555 Warren Hastings, Esq.

Associate Corporate Counsel
Michael C. Farrar, Member Portland General Electric CompanyAtomic Safety and Licensing 121 S.W. Salmon StreetAppeal Board Portland, OR 97204U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555 James W. Durham

Portland General Electric CompanyDocketing and Service Section 121 S.W. Salmon Street
Office of the Secretary . Portland, OR 97204U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

- - -- - wWashing' ton, D. C. 20555 Richard D. Bach, Esq.
Stoel, Rives, Boley, Fraser

and Wyse
.

Richard L. Black, Esq. 2300 Georgia Pacific Bldg.
Counsel for NRC Staff 900 S.W. Fifth Avenue
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission Portland, OR 97204
Office of the Executive Legal Canadian Consulate GeneralDirector Donald Martens, Consul
Washington, D. C. 20555 412 Plaza 600

6th and Stewart StreetNicholas D. Lewis, Chairman Seattle, WA 98101
Energy Facility Site Evaluation
Council Patrick R. McMullen, Esq.820 East Fifth Avenue Skagit County Prosecuting AttorneyOlympia, WA 98504 Courthouse Annex

Mount Vernon, WA 98273Thomas F. Carr, Esq.
Assistant Attorney General
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