Georgia Power Company
230 P=achtree Street
Post Office Box 4545
Atlanta, Georgia 30302
Teliephone 404 522-60G0

A

R. J. Kelly . Power
Vice Presidera and General Manager Georgla
g " s the SOUThern eectnc system

November 15, 1979

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Office of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Washington, D. C. 20555

NRC DOCKETS 50-321, 50-366
OPERATING LICENSES DPR-57, NPF5
EDWIN I. HATCH NUCLEAR PLANT UNITS 1, 2
CONTAINMENT PURGE AND VENT VALVE OPEEABILITY

Gentlemen:

Your letter of September 27, 1979, transmitted guidelines ‘or demonstration
of operability of containment purge and vent valves, and request.d a commitment
to implement a valve qualification program on an expedited basis.

Although our purchase specificution for the containment purge and vent
valves clearly specifies operability requirements sufficient to assure closure
against the dynamic forces of a DBA LOCA, telephone discussions with repre-
sentatives of the manufacturer of our 18-inch butterfly valves used for con-
tainrent isolation on the purge and vent lines have revealed potential problems
with those valves. This subject has been reported as Licensee Fvent Report
Number 79-8l1. As a result of discussions with the valve manufacturer, steps
are being taken to limit valve opening to a maximum of 30°. This may be dune
via a modification of the valve operator. In addition, Georgia Power Company
is implementing a valve qualification program as requested by your September
27, 1979, letter.

Very truly yours,
R. J. Kelly
RDB/mb
xc: Mr. R. A. Thomas

George F. Trowbridge, Esquire
R. F. Rogers, III
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