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PEOPLE AGAINST NUCLEAR ENERGY
PRELIMINARY PLAN FOR PRESENTATION OF EVIDENCE
ON PSYCHOLOGICAL DISTRESS

People Against Nuclear Energy (PANE) is in the early stages
of developing the case that it will present on the issue of psy-
cholcgical distress. PANE has spoken to several potential
expert witnesses and has investigated the various studies that
have been or are now being done on the issue. On the basis of
these discussions and investigations, PANE submits the tentative
plan for presentation of evidence set out below.

PANE's case on psychological distress will consist of four
parts: (1) evaluaticn of studies done by others on the psycho-
logical impacts of the accident, (2) presentation of a comprehen-
sive study to be done by PANE's expert witnesses on impacts in the
area within five miles of TMI, (3) testimony of individuals
concerning their own experiences, and (4) the conclusions of
PANE's expert witnesses concerning the psychological and community
health impacts of the TMI Unit 2 accident and of the renewed
operation of TMI Unit 1.

In addressing existiny and ongoing studies PANE's experts

will evaluate the quality of each study and how the study's
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conclusions relate to the particular issues in this case. They
will also explain the additional information that is needed in
order to reach valid conclusions on the issues before the NRC.

In order to provide that additional information and to assure
that the interests of its members and their neighbors and communi-
ties are considered, PANE expects to conduct a comprehensive
eval .ation of psychological and community health impacts in the
area within five miles of the reactors. This will be accomplished
either by canvassing large numbers of residents or by selecting
a smaller number through a sampling process. The choice depends
upon the resources available to PANE and upon the advice of
PANE's experts. In either case, the study will involve tliorough
psychological evaluation through both standardized testing and
intense individual interviews. In addition, PANE will present
evidence concerning property values, population changes, vanda-
lism, business decline, and other indicia of community health.

The third part of PANE's presentation will be the testimony
of area residents about their experiences since the accident
and their reactions to the possible renewed operation of TMI
Unit 1. These witnesses will provide the Licensing Board with a
representative sample of the psychological effects found by the
various studies and by PANE's experts.

' Finally, PANE's experts will discuss their conclusions
concerning both the long and short-term psychological and community
health impacts of the accident itself and of the proposed restart
of TMI Unit 1.

In presenting this plan, PANE emphasizes that it is tentative

and may change significantly before the hearing begins. The



Report of the President's Commission on the Accident at Three
Mile Island, which includes a study on behavioral impacts of the
accident, has only just been released, and other studies have
not yet been completed. In addition, PANE has not been able

to finalize arrangements with expert witnesses because the
Commission has not yet decided to consider these issues. For
that reason, this can only be considered as a tentative outline

of PANE's presentation.

Respectfully submitted,
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