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METROPOLITAN EDISON COMPANY

POST OFFICE BOX 542 READING, PENNSYLVANIA 19603 TELEPHONE 215 - 929-3601

October 27, 1976
GQL 1501

Mr. J. P, O'Reilly, Directecr Viw : £ -
Office of Inspection and Enforcement, Region I W I TAE semerges gy
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission ~ed oot

631 Park Avenue

King of Prussia, Pa. 15406

Dear 3Sir: RignaeT] X PR

Docket No. 50-289
Operating License No. DPR=50

In accordance with the Technical Specifications of our Three Mile Island
Nuclear Station Unit 1 (TMI-l1), we are reporting the following reportable
occurrence:

1. Report Number: ER T76-36/1T
2. a. Required Report Date: October 26, 1976
b. Date of Occurre..ce: October 12, 1976
3. Facility: Three Mile Island Nuclear Staticn - Unit 1

4., Identification of QOccurrence: ~. e
. —
ration

nt
a2l Technical

Title: Plant River Water Discharge Dissoclved Sclids Conce
in Excess of the Limits Defined by the Envircnment
Specifications

Type : A reportable occurrence as defined by Environmental Technical
Specification 5.6.2.¢c in that the plant river water discharge
dissolved solids concentration exceeded the limiting condition
for operation defined by Environmental Technical Specification
2:2.2.8.

5. Cecnditions Prior to Occurrence:
Power: Core : 100%
Elec.: 845 MWe (Gross)

RC Flow: 139 x 10° lbs./hr.
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T.

Mr. J. P, O'Reilly, Director cd - October 27, 1976

GQL 15C1

RC Pressure: 2155 psig
RC Temperature: 579°F
PRZR Level: 220 Inches
PRZR Temperature: 650°F
Description of Occurrence:

Upon analysis of the river water discharge at approximately 1100 hours
on October 12, 1976, the dissolved sclids concentration was found to be
772 ppm, in vioclation of the Environmental Technical Specifications'

700 ppm limit. Reanalysis indicated 735 ppm dissclved solids concentra-
tion. The sample was taken the same day at 0620 hours, concurrent with
the normal discharge of water from the Waste Neutralizing Tank. The
release of 51,790 gallons of water occurred over a four (4) hour period
from 0430 hcurs to 0830 hours.

Designation of Apparent Cause of Occurrence:

It is not precisely known what caused the incident; however, it is
believed that either the Neutralizing Tank discharge valve may have
opened more than the required position or the sample ccllected at the
discharge was not truly representative. During the discharge, the

valve position was perscnally verified by the Shift Foreman to be in

its correct position; however, it is remotely possible, that a spurious
control problem could have opened the valve further, but this can

neither be confirmed nor absolutely disproved. Additionally, the sampling
technique was investigated to determine the possibility of collecting a
misrepresentative sample. Nothing conclusive suggested a bad sample.

Analysis of Occurrence:

It has been determined that this occurrence did not constitute a threat
tc the health and safety of the public nor did it have any adverse impact
on the envircnment in that the 70O ppm limit was exceeded by only a minor
amount and over a relatively short period of time. If the sample was
truly representative, then the time period during which the dissolved
solids concentration was greater than the 700 ppm limit is believed to be
less than two (2) hours.

Corrective Action:

The Waste Neutralizing Tank discharge valve has had a mechanical stop
installed so that it caannct physically open beyond the required position.




. ”
Mr. J. P. 0'Reilly, Director -3 - Cetober 27, 1976
GQL 1501
10. Failure Data: N/A
Similar Occurrences: E.I. 75=06
Sincerely,

N i<a
R. C. Arnold

Vice President

RCA:IJMC:mft



