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METROPOLITAN EDISOL, COMPANY  suBSI0/ARY OF GENERAL PUBLIC UTILITIES CORPORATION

POST OFFICE BOX 480 MIDDLETOWN. PENNSYLVANIA 17C87 TELEPHONE T17-94 42041
June 27, 1975

Mr. J. P. D'Reilly
Direc:orate of Ragulatory Operatians

Ragion I A@

631 Park Avenue \YJ\

King of Prussia, Pa. 19406 i
Operating License DPR-50
Dociket 50-289

Sybject: Unplanned release of radicactive material at TMI through the plant
vont from the Auxiliary Building. -

Dear Mr. 0'Reilly,

This telegram is to confirm the conversation between Bert Oavis {(Region I -
RZI;C). und‘g.’sc. Harbein (Mamager, Geueration Opevations - Kuclear) at 123G hours
June, . i

On 25.June starting at 0227, inadvertent sporadic noble gas releases occurred
‘over a fourteen (14) hour period. Tne total time of the releases was sevén (7)
hours and six {6) minutes.

Due tu the fact that the level of the activity released was so low, an aleut or
alarm conditina did not accur on the Xadiation Momitoring System. The rejeases
were not detected until the routine chift chack of the Radiation Monitering System
Strip Chart Recorders was performed. <pon jnvestigation it was ¢elevmined Crat
L» releases occurred following makewp to the makeup tank or reactor ceolant biead
tanks. It is postulated that the reieases occurred from cne of the evanoralors
which were, at the time of the reiease, shutdown and yalved into the radinactive
gas vent header. The addition of water to the tanks caused a pressure scroe waich
was Subsequentiy transmitted to tne cshutdewn evaporaiors which, in turn, 12aiked
radiocactive gas to the Auxiliary suilding Ventilation Exhaust Sgstem. After iso-
latsan of the evaporators frum the vent header, 60 releases occorred doring similar

agperations.

Analysis of R%-A2 recorder charts and local Ruxiliary i;ggldiag samples indicatel
the radisactive material reieased was predominantiy Xes=2.

The maximw inataqtaneous nobie gas release vate that occurred during this period
sas 1.i6 x 1377 M /sec., which 1s pelow the Techamical Spacification limit oY

L2 x 10° #/cec. The maxioun average release rate daing enis periad xas

£.72 x 10°2 ®/sec. with a total rsiease of 3.965 curies.
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MR. J. P. O'Reilly 2.0 @ May 27, 1975

An investigation will be conducted to determine the exact location of the sas
release point from the evaporators.

The necessary corrective action will be taken following the location of the gas
release point.

Very truly yours,
Jd. J. Colitz
Unit #1 Superintandent
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