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J. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission : ) 3 ~
Washingten, D.C. 20555 K

Dear Sir: .\K\; | ;-"<";j;~/
Docket No. 50-289
Operating License lNc. DPR=S50

In accordance with the Technical Specifications of cur Three Mile Island
Nuclear Station Unit 1 (TMI-l), we are reporting the following abnormal
oceurrence.

(1) Report Number: AQ 50-289/75-34
(2a) Report Date: October 8, 1975
(2b) Occurrence Date: September 28, 1975
(3) Facility: Three Mile Island Nuclear Station Unit 1
(k) Identification of Occurrence:
Title: Inoperative Hydraulic Sheck Suppressor

Type: An abnormal occurrence as defined by the Technical Specificaticns,

paragraph 1.3d4, in that the inoperative hydraulic shock suppressor
threatened to cause an Engineered Safeguards feature or system to
be incapable of performing its intended functicms.

(5) Conditions Prior to Occurrence:

The reactor was at cold shutdown condition with major plant parameters
as follows:

Power: Core: 0f

759
RC Flow: 0 1476 LI~

RC Pressure: 60 pesiz
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(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

RC Temp.: 120°F

PRZR Level: 150"

rAZR Temp.: 315
Descripticn of Occurrence:

On September 28, 1975 during a routine inspection of Hydraulic Shock
Suppressors (snubbers) inside the secondary shield of the Reactor
Building, one snubber located at pcsition RC-13 on the Pressurizer
Auxiliary Spray Line was found to be disconnected.

The Unit was immediately removed, rebuilt, tested and re-installed at
location RC=-13.

Designation of Apparent Cause of QOccurrence :

The cause of this occurrence has been determined to be procedure/
perscnnel in that on April 7, 1975, the snubber installed at RC-13
was found incperable due to a low fluid level. Due to material and
scheduling problems, an operable unit was moved frcm a locaticn out-
side the Reactor Building and installed a% RC-13. Additionally, cn
May 28, 1975, a report on snubber Zinspection inside the secondary
shield indicated that the RC-13 snubber was remcved to be repaired.
Upon re-installation of the snubber at positiorn RC-13, it apparently
was not properly connected.

Analysis of Occurrence:

It has been determined that this occurrence did not ccnstitute a threat
to the health and safety of the public in that:

a. The probaebility of occurrence of an e rthquaeke in the area is lcw, and
b. the conservatism of the piping design is such that one snubber may be
inoperable with a nesligible loss of seismic protecticn since the
other 13 snubbers on this line would provide adequate prectecticn.

Corrective Action:

In additicn to the immediate action described abecve, long term corrective
actions are as follows:

a. After ccmpletion of all snubber work and prior to Reactor Startup,
an inspection of all snubbers inside of the secondary shield
was conducted tc insure that all snubbers had been properly re-
connected.

b. The documertation and control associated with the snubber program will
be reviewed and revised as necessary.
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(10) Failure Data:

Snubber Manufactures: Basic

=
-

ngineers

Cylinder Type: Tompkins-Johnson

Size: 3/L"
Stroke: 5"

Similar Occurrences: AC
A0
AQ

WMC:JMC:tas

50-289/Th=14, AQ 5N=289/TL-20
50-289/T4=-23, AQ 50-289/7L-25
50-289/T4=30, A0 50-289/75=03
50-289/75-08, AQ 50-289/75-09

Sincerely,
~~

W. M. Crett:z
President

ce: Office of Inspection and Enforcement, Regicn 1

File: 20.1l.1
7.7.3.5.1



