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J. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D.C. 20555

Dear Sir:

Docket No. 50-289
Operating License No. DPR=50

In accordance with the Technical Specificatio
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of
Station Unit 1 (TMI-1l), we are reporting the following abnormal ocat

(1) Report Number: AO 50-289/75-37
(2a) Report Date: October 31, 1975

(2b) Oeccurrence Date: October 21, 137S

(3) Facility: Three Mile Island Nuclear Station Unit 1
(L) Identification of Occurrence:
Title: Inoperable Boric Acid Mix Tank
Type: n abnormal Speci
paragraph 1.8b, oric a
in addition not op
which cunst pecification
(5) Conditions Prior to Occurrence:
Power: Core: B81%
Elec.:
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RC Flow: 138 x 1

"~ P . 2188
RC Pressure: 215%
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PRZR Level 2uc"
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(6) Description of Occurrence:

On October 21, while filling a Reclaimed Boric Acid Storage Tank (RBAST) frem
the Boric Acid Mix Teank (BAMT), it was observed that the flow rate from the
BAMT was decre2:sing. Investigation showed that the strainer on the ou'let of
the BAMT :ollected sufficient fines to partially cbstruct the flow of bo.de
acid. At that moment, the BAMT -as the source of concentrated boric acid
solution designated to meet Teclk .icali Specificaticn 3.2.2. The BAMT was then
isclated for strainer replacement.

Immediately, a normal plant shutdown was initiatea and the obstructed strainer
was removed and replaced with a new strainer. The operaticn was completed in
approximately seventeen (17) minutes after which power reduction was
terminated and the plant restored tc the previous power level.

(7) Designsation of Apparent Cause of Occurrence:

The cause of this occurrence has teen determined to be desizgn/procedure in
that only one strainer, with no bypass, is provided on the outlet of the
Boric Acid Mix Tank. Also, it is considered that the guidelines for the
neriodic replacement cf the strainer we: . not adequate.

(8) Analysis of Occurrence:

I+ has been determined that this occurrence did not consci.ute a threat to the
health and safety of the public in that the remaining reactivi:ty control systems
were available and could have been used tc shutdown the reactor by more than

the required minimum shutdown margin of 1% AK/K.

(9) Corrective Action:

In addition to the immediate action described above, long term corrective actions
are as follows:

a. The pricrity of the prcposed modification of the BAMT ocutlet line strainer
to a jval strainer arrangement will be increased. This change will permi+
in-service replacement of the strainer.

b. A weekly strainer surveillance will be initated in the interim until the
dual strainer arrangement is installed.
(19) Failure Data: Not Applicable.
Similar Occurrences: AQ #75=35

Sincerely,

RCA:JMC:tas

ce: Office of Inspection & Enforcement, Region 1

File: 202k 1 T.T:3:5.)
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