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501 Vine Street
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July 16, 1973
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cZonorable Joserh Hendrie, Chairman
United Stuates luclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, IC 20555

Dear lr. Chairman:

I am writing for a2 group of concernzd citizens of the liddletowm,
fennsylvania area called FANE, Our group would like to ;a:'t;.ci;a‘te in
Eroceedings regarding hearings for the ros:zible opening of Three ille
Islond Unit 1. 3ecause we are common feorls, I would urge you %o have
such activitiess in the lMiddletom 2a 28 our funds e extrezely

-

linited.

I live within d ght of the cooling 2
our “sycsolaglce:sl nailta and well veias ¢ A
-~ e Y S a deavire o o D 1298 = L adh aesm awmd -am o= - -

- - des e cies vy — v e 2+ Al - eV Cdas e - P~ - -
Merzy, and the credibility of the utility. Stress asd anxisty are
conssantly woriinz on us, dzily,

1 underst.nd a nmanagement audit by the Zenasylvaniz Tutlic

= : e
Utility Commission will te available in aarly srring, 15:0. This
focuzsnt Doy be very aelpful to the commission.

IS 1is oy hote tazt the psycholozic:l =nsd thysiczl health and
s:Jety o the loczl resiients are t:mtazount +a TIUT rrocedurss,
‘@ realize the worliewide imrlications of t:e dzaring rrocess and
~eciszion.

=conomically sreaking, it

.- - - —— - - e N
axing, arrexrs the zverage liet-Zd consumer
3 = - . - g a —  on's 3 _laa T O
i senasylvania can axpect to ray 32.87 more szca month over the 102
- inA ? Y s 1AA : 1% - 3 - - - “ - -
tonsa terlod cegun in July. Additionally, it arcears new sourcss <o
. 9 - - - % < o . » B a T
SUZrly replacement tower are being found on 2 resul or basis, I
Sx= > : L 3 ol :
iuestion wnetler Shere is a2 real need for ™I becazuse it zrrears it
- it ” - ~ i "l o el -
w2223 tae conrany a net seller rather taan a2 23% Lursr,
v % - - % - - > - -~ - - -
I've enclosed sevar:l articlss whica I f2el zre tertinent to
- - -~ =
a8 «38Ue,
~g I
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.Lcm.bd [M%("\
Donald I, Hosslar
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PUC holds the line on costs

Ou March 29, the day after the ™I
Accident, the Public Utility Commis-
sion granted Metropolitan Edison,
operator and 50% owner of T™I, a $49
aillion rate ir:rease. The rate in~
Crease w.s based almost entirely

upon inclusion of Unit 2 in the rate
base. The rate base takes into
account such factors as operating costs,
fuel costs and profits. These factors
should equal the revenue.

The cost of dbuilding a power plant <am-
not be included in the rate base uncil
the plant is completed :2d in service,
or "used and useful.”

Responding to public outcry against
payiang for an accideat which had al-
ready cost area resideants so much, the
PUC issued in early April complaints
against Met Ed and Pennsylvania Zlec-
tric charging "excessive, untust and
unreasonable rates.” This enabled

the PUC to roll back the recent {acrease
until hearings could be held zo deter-
aine vho should pay how =zuch.

AC issue in the proceedings were cost
of including Uniz 2 in the rate Hase;
cost of clean-up of the accident and
the coet of replacement power.

On June 15, the PUC announced its
decisicn to remove Unit 2 from the
rate base, to not include clean-up
costs of the accident but o allew

Mez E4 to cellect 546 million from

the rate payers o cover replacement
pover.

The PUC's decision set a precedent,
since 70 other regulatory agency has yet
ordered the removal of a auclear plaar
from the rate base because of ancici-
ated long-term outage. 3ecause zany
auclear plants are down more than they
are operating, the PUC decisiom could
impact on many other auclear utilicies.

The cost of clean-up was not reslly m
issue in the proceeding other than izs
impact on the short-term lebt of zhe
company. Nevertheless, the PUC declared

that "none of the costs of responding
to the incident, including repair, dis-
posal of vaste and dccontnlga:xon are
recoverable from ratepayers.

The basis of the PUC approach to tae
probelm of replacement puwes cCOsSts -
was stated in its decisicn. "The
purchase of energy is a reasonable and
necessary cost of providiag service whick
must be recovered from ratepayers. Ser~

vice cannot.bhe provided without cost.

It is equitable for the ratepayers of

Met Ed and Penzlec to pay the cost of
purchasing power since they are receiving
service and will de paying none of the
costs of ™I-2. With the levelized energy
charge which we will order here, the total
rates for eleciric service to the cust-
omers of Met Ed and Penelec will be 20
greater than the rates which would have
been allowed had the f{acident never
occurred. We telieve this accomplishes

a fair and just result for all concerned...
The Commission {s of the opinion that

the recovery of these costs is required
by law, The remaining guestion is, What
is the level of recovery?"

The level the Commissioners settled upen
was approx‘mately 20% less than that

demanded by Met Zd and even l2ss than
the level asked for by the Jffice of the
Consumer Advocate. ©Oan its surface,

the PUC's decision appears reasonable.

However, upon closer axamination, several
questions arise. T™I-I was only gener-
ating electricity for three aonths Lefore
the accident happened. 3efore December
30, 1978, Met 2d. did not have those 300
3egavatts., What i3 it replacing? D44
¥Met E4 have to buy power from the grid
hafore January? If so, why do Met E4
customers now have to pay extra for ic?
Lf not, why do they aow need =0 pur-
chase power?

‘et Id repeatedly claized its stock-

holders could aot possibly absord the
cost of replacement powar., Yet testi-
mony during the PUC hearings revealed

- 3 *\“ if GPv Comdinucd 4o p.' diy; -

"

dendS at +he pos* actident
redveed |owl Yeon

Y meds Weeld dwl
o rublion
Jollew
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TMI Center ®
. Wiil Reoper!
On Saturday

The Three Mile [sland Observatory Center
will reopen Saiurday with a film explaining the
March X accident it the nuclear power plant.

David Kluscik. a spokesman for Metropolitan
Edison Co.. operator and part owner of TMI, sad
the |S.minute large-screen video presentation
will attempt 10 answer (w0 questions — what
happened and what are the radiological effects of
the accident?

“This is not an attempt to promote nuclezr
power,” Kiuscik said. “We feel we have an obdli-
gation to the pudiic to explain what happened. ™

He said the film wiil focus on the three fac-
tors Met-Ed has claimed contributed to the acci-
dent — mechanization, instrument capability and
human response
T Although TMI's control Toom is shown in the
film and specific instruments highlighted, there
IS N0 re-enactment of the worst nuclear accident
in American history. according to Kluscik.

“The control room §nd instruments are used
more as props.” he saigf “The flim is not a simula~
tion of the events ol the accident.”

Kluscik said ‘Mo fiim. produced by Met-Ed,
will be shown continuosily at no charge at the
Observatory center. 4 building overiooking the
massive plant from across the Susquehanna Riv-
er.

The center. which contains binoculars for
viewing the plant and information on nuclear
power, has deen closed since the March 28 acc-
dent. »

Upon 115 reopening Saturday, the center will
be open (rom noon t0 3 p.m. daly. It is closed on
Mondays

n adaition to the film. Met-Ed will provide
literature on the plant, show photograpas of
cieanup efforts since the accident and explain
current technical modications and recovery
tasks.

The center was heavily visited prior to the
accident and Kiuscik said the company feels it is
still a tounst attraction

“It's obvious that there is great pubiic inter-
est.” he said. “All vou have to (s come down hers
Oon any given dav and observe ail the vehicles
pulied over alongside the road.”

Met-Ed says visitors 10 the center will fInd
picnic labies and adequate off-street parking.

Kar! Aoraham. a spokesman for the Nuclear
Regulatory Commussion. said he had just heara of
the observatory center reopening and was not
aware of any NRC involvement with the film.

“The public relations activities of licensees
are outside the scope of our regulatory authon-
ty." Abraham said. “We have authonty oaly to
reguiate the protection of the pudlic and the
environment.”

[ leavedere, smcwwoee. . -

Met-Ed Bills Users ..

For Cost Of Accident®

whuch s 8 M
Customers of the !:Kwdl- company - e |
et ! costs for  dletown accident aans
e Three :‘nt [sland accxdent ;me o
According to Met-Ed offi- mu.:ulymmlun;m
cials, the July bills, which increase il mm ~
¥ ey the mmnm nod. Met-Ed
e, contain the 8.8 mills per the l&-mo -
d wmmm& “”“INMSGWW
5 Justment authorized b! the one using ’:‘a
< Peansylvania Public Utility  hours per ° - oo
T Commussion 12 une. premdent 4
X That gew tarriff was ap  coLumer ﬁm&im = ‘
e p';na Thursday by the PUC.  Schliecher e !
Under the approval Met-Ed®li  creasen an:::'!m
collect the 8.8-mull adjustmen: four percent o
p K & \8-moath period. Normnal- But customers Mm‘m‘
- fluctuates nith pews oo the new
ly that rmull rate e
e amount of energy the com-  Met-Ed said. The company Wi°
- was forced to purchase.  be refunding 5124 E:x;nm
: Met-E4 has been pur H soliectt
s sower on 4 regualar dasis, at month ;:cf_'.oc -
- nmatec at $750,000 1o 51 That refund b8 6 wm .
. m-nnho: day. At tus pout the 0 customers o the for -
'emm;my:dpsmnmnm lower state 'ax surcharges
e the oaly cost of the TMI acai- the July uls.
ds demt which will be passed on 10 .
sur ‘he customer e it
3, e com s e pcked 3 ere
- b

company
The ncrease will return an
esumated $46 million tu the

=~ Caatival

Books Are -
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Meter Damaged @+ = -

control room of
land reactor unie 2
damage o ragiat
*quipment

- TMI-2 Fire Pyt

A brief fire in cireuitry (n the
Three Mile Is-
< caused minor
Ion-momtorm(

Thursday morning,
company and Nucie.
lo:y Commission

dccording to
ar Regula
ipokesmen.

The 7:40 am. fire,
Ruished immedaiately oy controf
room personnel, was faused hHy
:,:' ?vernu(ed TRSISIOr in circyj.

Y for a meter, theo )

i ¢ NRC JM.?
~ The meter momtors radiation
in waste gas in the auxiliary
butlding ‘he spokesmag sad.

Circuit noaras

extin.

‘n the radia.
ton panel were stightly damageq
and the panel will he replaced, °

the spokesman said.

e ————
. ———————————

Out

: er Was dl.gbled
the fire, but s similar meter in l::

auxiliary Suilding remained
availgole g monitor the waste
233 radiation levey, he said.
C, Met-Eg Press officer Bill
L.TOSS said, “It wag 5 10-second
hing. It happened to 3 reter in
©one of the coatrals, There wu'l
' short In the meter.”
y "An instrument man
{!re extinguisher an
3 s;:onu." he said
ere were fww 10y
rious damage reoon:dlfn" ohen
The fire Occurred in
frol room of the same

was seversiy damaged Maren 23

The moi

took 3
had it out in

the con-
unit which

-

::mng the worst auciear power
ant accideat in the i
o - fation’s his-

iy
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Reac

By RICHARD “OBERTS
Staff Weter

A Metrupolitan Fifison Co. off)-
cinl helieves it was not necessary lor
Gov. Dick Thornburgh to advise
pregnant women  and  preschool
chiltren to svacuate their homes
within & five-mile rodins of !lN.-
Three Mile Island Nuclear Generat-
:::: Sll::)ﬂ during the crisis at the

nt. the Sunda .
ot y Patriot-News has
John G. Herbein, Met-Ed vice
president-generation, told 17 mem-
bers of a special Trate Houss com-

mittee investigating the accident,

during & tour of the plant Frida
that the evacuation was mmor':-‘
sary. Met-Ed barred newsmen from
the tour.

Met-Fd officials will conduct a
similar tonr Monday for members of
the LS House Energy and Environ-
ment Subcommittee and newsmen

The subcommittee is scheduled to '

begin hearings on the accident a few’
days alter the visit,

Ierbein had not commented
the accident since March 11, whm
Met-Ed officials began deferring all
statements to officlals of the US
Nuclear Regulatory Commission. -

Asked by state Rep. Stephen R
Reed, D-larrishurg, whether the
’mwomor's evacuation advisory was

‘wise.” Herbeln sald:

“That's really the governor':
decision. He had to mlw‘ that call.
He had advisers — I'd ke to think
that we were ove of the sdvisers — .
but l:n! was his call .

“In retrospect, 'm sure that w
be debated back and forth for ynv'q“
a3 to whether or not that was m-s:
sary_ | personally, not as a compan:
but | personally, Jack Herbeln, dun‘;
feel It was necessary.”

Met-Fd  President Walter M
Creitz, who accompanied the tour
added: “1 think the governor's state-

ment was a precautionary st He
m-muaa«nmn&m ‘

make t
Asked by Reed whether a re- |

S
I
,N measuring 1,200 millirems per
r
‘ w"wm made a calculation,
! }d somebody said |,200 (millirems
* I hour) and we said, | think, 150
' 160" he said. “They had one
: Lmher and we had another, and
i at really mushroomed the thing >
\ But later in the tour Friday,
‘ erbein revised his assessment:
“Omne of the things that | toid the
| ess, | guess It was Friday morning
| March ¥) when we had an uncon-
relense (of radioactivity)
rom our makeup tank, | told the
people that 1 thought it was on the
order of about 3150 m-rems
(mitlirems). There were other read-
Ings that were supposed!y tssned by
the NRC that said 1,O00-1,200 m-

reading taken directly ahove the
‘stack that Indicated that we did
"have 1.200 m-rems, and that proha
bly existed on the order of seconds,
entered the air currenis and what-
ever, It was dispersed
* w1 told the press not 1,200, but
1350, That certainly was aot an at-
tempt on my part to deceive the
public, but rather to share the infor-
mation.” '

Herbein equated the amount of
radivactivity released from the
plant during the sccident with the
amount of radioactive fallout that
landed on Central f.ansylvania in
November 1976 as a result of nncle-
ar weapons testing In China
. Ierbein defended his public

T W

statements made during the flrst

four days of the crisis®

“As events unfolded, it hecame
more and more complicated. | pri-
marily felt an ohligation, from a
company standpoint, to Inform the
public so that they would have the
knowledge that | had And | did
that

ems.
“{ just found ou! 8 few minutes -
ago . . . that in Iact there was one |

(POOR ORIGINAL

ySs Fvacvation Unnecessary

“Guhsequently, | was erith ired
preatly. But | iold it as 1 saw It anc,
as | became aware of events ™

Creitz sald Met-Ed on March 28
did not perceive the serlousness of
the accident. Teams from the plant
hegan monitoring radioactivity ofl
site before 7:¥) am. and at first did
not find radioactivity above normay
background levels, he sald

“We were constantly monitor-
ing this thing,” he said. “What
should we tell the public, what
should we tell the press at that
point, what should we tell the
governor

Herheln said the formation of &
hydrogen bubble In the reactor ves-
sol, which presented the greatest
hazard during the rarly days of the
accident, conlé not have been fore-
seen \

“There was no way to anticipate
his hydrogen bubble formation.” he
cald. “We didn’t become aware of
that until, | guess, late Friday.

“Recause of some anaylsis of
possible hydrogen detonation that
had occurred the afternoon of the
I¥th, we began to recognize that we
couid have had oxidation of zirconi-
wm and, in fact. the the liberation of
hydrogen. |

“And then as we hecame aware

of that and started looking st things,
we hegan calculating the bubble !
sire. ; N o leaa
“Fhere's no way that at Jeast  or
the operators or anyone could have
— at Wednesday 7 o'clock, noon or
% o clock, 9 o'clock at night — have
known that we were into that kind
of situation ™ y 3
Herbein discounted the harard
w'm hy the hydrogen bubble
Fven I the hydrogen had
exploded, concelvably it could have
split the (reactor) vessel. The fuel
possibly would have been fragment-
ed. | guess i's hard for me to
conceive that that piithox there (the

. tlvity — particulate lodine, noble
* gases — Into the environment Aut

reactor contalnment huilding). with
e nloreed stoel with a dome that's
three 1ot tuick of concrete conld
have possibly given way.

“Somehow It possibly could
hete But the thing wouldn't have
crumbled completely. There'd have
heen some release of radioactive
material In my opinfon there would
have heen time to do something and
evacuate people

* ‘oun can postulate all kinds of
things Do away with the contain-
ment completely — don’t give us
any credit for it. Postulate that
somehow the hydrogen, when 0t
exploded, exploded the fuel into a
mass. But you stiil don’t get a hydro-
gen bomb, you still don't get an
atomic hbomh

“You get fuel melting, certainly,
and you get some release of radinac-

no way do you get the effects of a
Hiroshima or Nagasakl — you just
don't.”

Herbein also discounted NRC re-
ports that a core meltdowvn was pos-
sible during the crisis:

Inadequale
core,
reached 3 melting temperatoee of .
some S 0.5 W00 G prevs, and then
the moiten mass that these peliets
hecame melted out throngh the fuel
rladding and collected in the bottom
of the vessel in such a unique grom-
etry that criticality was maintained
— Nis<ion nentrons continue to split
i and you continue to generste
heat —
impossible

“1f In fact we had hod what they

call o ovWdown, whers there was

comhing mgh the

and the wranium peliety

that In ftsel’ fe fust about

“When that fuel hests up, R

tends to shut itsell down. It doesn’t
fission at high temperatures the
way it does st 1000 degrees. But
assuming It soimehow kept on RONNR
and el
precise peometry, It still has to
work its way thoough an eight-inch,
carhon steel vessel

together 'a the exact,

“Then it's got Into a hase mat 11

or 12 teet thick — solid concrete —
then from there it's got to go down
through solid bedrock Somewhere
plong the line It's golag to cool off. |
can promise you that ’

- —
.

A12- -Sundag Patriol News, tartey Po_un s 90 B

- Met-Ed

5T From Page A1 ———

tease of radioactivity from the plant
on March ¥) was controlled — as '
Met-Ed that day sald it was — or

uncontrolied, Herbeln said:

“l guess (it was) controlled In
the respect we knew we were going
to do *his, we knew we had to, we

Officia

thought we were helng vnpmdhio

“hy putting monitoring teams in @

position to determine exactly what
we did

Herbein ot first relterated his
contention of March Y0 that an NRC
report that day incorrectly de-
scrihed 8 cloud of radioactivity re-

k-fnw ln:m_il?o plant that morning

3
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