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U. S. Nuclear Regulato y Corrninion
Of fice of Inspection and Fnforcement
631 Park Avenue
Kina of Prussia, Pennsylvania 19406
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Gentlemen: .

Exide Comoany, a subsidiary of ESB Ray-0-Vac Cornaration, advises that there
is a potential problem with batteries recentl shipped to Southern Calf fornia
Edison for their San Onofre Units 2 and 3 and to Consumers Pcwer for their
M.Mland Units 1 and 2 which may be reportable under 10 CFP-21.

Exide nas detennined that the batterv (. ells being tested probably will not
reet the requirere.nM of IEEE Standards 323-74 and 344-75. There have been in-
stances of low voltage cells developing af ter oartial completion of the accelerated
life testing. Exide is now taking stens to implement a design change in the
construction of the cells to overcome the problem. Production of rede:;1gned cells
is ex; ected to resume in 30 days.

This notification is applicable to Class 1E batteries shinned to the following
utilities:

Southern California Edisen San Onofre
Nuclear Generatino Station /Bechtel - Los Angeles

U n.i t, ,2, Unit 3

2R007, 25003, 3B007, 38008
23009, 28010 3B009, 38010

Consumers Power Midland Nuclear Generating Stations /
Bechtel - Ann Arbour

Unit 1 Unit 2

1 001 2 001
1 002 2 002

We are advising the Engineerir,g firms of the two involved utilities.
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U. S. fluelear Regulatory conenission -2- July 30, 1979

This potential problem has been realized by Exide as of this date. We are
ac tinri oronutly to rectify the problem. For any additional infomation concernino
this wire, contact Mr. L. F. Bennett or C. K. McManus, available at 215-674-9500.

Very truly yours.
f

{I. .' ,. , ,,9 -{.-g?[ksw w
C. D. Elium
Vice President of Marketing,

CDE:be
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ATTACHED IS A PART 21 PHORT FRlTi IE MAIL UND - POOM 359E/W-
.

~

COMPANY f# EEL bb&PART21IDENTIFICATIONNO. 79- / M-e o d
"

DATEOFLETTER 7/3d/7 c7 DOCET NO. Sc - W . 34, 32'r, 3 3 a

DATE DISTRIBUTED Y1 ORIGIML REPORT SUPPlDBiTARY

DISTRIBUTION:

REACTOR (R) / FUELCYCLE& SAFEC@RDSCS)

MTERIALS(M)

NRR/ DOR, DIRECTOR AD/FFMSI AD/SG-IE

NRR/DRi DIRECTOR ti.ES/F(}S AD/RDI

AD/RDI(2) REGIONS REGIONS
'

AD/RCI IEFILES NPNDOR,DIPECTOR

REGIONS PDR fliSS/SG SS-881

IEFILES(2) LFDR PDR

CBlTP/L FILES CBffPAL FILES-SS-396 LPDR

CENTPAL FILES (CHRON) CBITRALFILES(CHRON) TEPA
(016)- ^

t@ IE FIlIS (2)
TEPA

LPDR CENTPAL FILES 016

TEPA
BGB DBElIG, MPA

CENTPAL FIlfS (CHR000.

"

E03DBEiIG,f?A CalTRALFILES-SS-396

ACTION: BGB DBF11G, t'PA

PRELIMINARY EVUALATION OF Fc ATTACHED REPORT It01 CATES LEAD RESPONSIBILIT( FOR
FOLLOW-UP AS SH0hN BELOW:
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