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·NucleaFRegulatory Commission 
Washington, D.C. 20555 

Dear Chainnan Hendrie: . 

· COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 

WASHINGTON, C.C. 20510 

February 15, .. 1979 . 

. . . I understand that the Nuclear Regulatory Connnission has·. 
authorized the replacement of defective steam generators at Virginia 
Electric and Power Company's Surry Nuclear Power Plant. Further, I 
understand that this is·. the first· nuclear plant repair of its type to 
be perfonned. Therefore, I would. appreciate receiving information on 
the nature of the problem and the repair procedure involved. 

Specifically, it would be helpful if you could supply answers 
to·. the. following questions: · 

1. ··How widespread is the problem of steam generator 
tube denting, and what are the safety implications 
involved? . . 

2, How has NRC dealt with the problem in the pa.st, and what 
future activities (and levels of effort) are planned to 
resolve this safety issue? 

3. Please describe the NRC environmental and safety review 
procedure which led to the authorization of this repair 
work~ Were these reviews subject to public hearings or 
coIIUilent? · 

4. · Please describe. the ste~ generator replacement procedure 
· · which is being employed. · 

s. What environmental and safety precautions is NRC requiring 
prior·to and during replacement activities? To what extent 
will NRC review and monitor this effort? 

6.· What will be done with the defective steam generator parts? 
What are the associated.· environmental and safety risks · 
involved in the storage and/or disposal of these parts? 
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-
7. Will the steam generator supplier, Westinghouse, 

pay for this damage repair or are the costs to be 
passed on to the VEPCO consumer? 

8. Are other nuclear power plants scheduled to undergo 
similar replacement repllirs? If so, which ones, and when? 

Mr. Chainnan, this information will be useful to the 
Subconnnittee on Nuclear Regulation in its ongoing oversight of connnercial 
nuclear regulatory activities. As the replacement procedures at Surry have 
already ·recently commenced., your -timely response to these questions would 
be greatly appreciated. 

cc: Connnissioner Gilinsky 
Connnissioner Kennedy 
Commissioner Bradford 
Connnissioner Ahearne-

Sincerely, 

' ·-~ 
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UNITED STATES OF At-a::RICA 

:NUCLEAR REGULATORY C0.:-1?-USS ION 

In the Hatter of 

VIRGINIA ELECTRIC AND POWER 
COMPAJ.TI 

(Surry Power Station, 
Units 1 and 2) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Docket No.(s) 50-280 
50-281 

CERTIFICATE OF SEl.,VICE. 

.I hereby certify that I have this day ,c;~'.rved the foregoing d.:-:e:u:uent(s) 
upon each person des ign;1 i:ed on the of Ud.a} service list: co'2.pf. lec. by 
the Office of the Secretary of the Cor::r.i.issi.on in this proceetl:iag in 
accordance with the requirements of Section 2.712 o:E 10 CTR Part 2 -
Rules of Practice, of the Nuclear Regulatory Commission's Rules and 
Regulations. 

Dated at Washington, D.C. this 

~~ day. of J&/J 1971. 
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