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Attachment to LER T78-008
Consumers Power Company

Palisades Nuclear Plant

Docket 050-255

Discussion

Recent revisions to the Incore Analysis (INCA) computer code have been made

in order to more accurately determine the core axial power distributions.

As a result of the improved code, the discovery was made that the axial power
distribution limits of Technical Specification 3.10.3 were exceeded by approxi-
mately 12 percent for steady state conditions during Cyecle 2. During transient
conditions such as Xenon oscillations, the limits may have been exceeded by a
greater amount. The attached figure shows the computed axial power distribution
using both the 0ld and revised INCA codes. :

Cause

This condition was caused by the use of an INCA code which did not give a good
representation of the axial power distribution in the core region above the
uppermost detector.

Corrective Action

Use of the improved INCA code during Cycle 3 is expected to prevent recurrence
of this condition. ‘
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