BLOCK SAMPLE PREPARATION PROCEDURE

Undisturbed block soil samples were prepared following the
procedure described in Fugro Teét Procedure No. 300. Undis-
turbed samples (2.5-inches in diameter x 6.0-inches in
length) were trimmed from undisturbed block samples (9 %-inch
diameter by 1l2-inch high). Three trimming methods were
employed: 1) cut and shape, 2) capillary tension, and

3) freezing.

The cut and shape trimming method consisted of triﬁming tﬁe
block sample according to the method described by Lambe (1951)

and was used on samples exhibiting cementation or cohesion.

Trimming by the capillary tension method consisted of flooding

the block sample with water and.then allowing the sample to
drain. The remaining water present in the soil matrix
tended to hold the material together by capillary action.
Trimming of the block sample was accomplished by employing

a lucite cylinder (2.5-inches inside diameter x 6.0-inches in
length). The lucite cylinder was placed directly on the
undisturbed block material. Material was then removed from
around the base of the cylinder as the cylinder was lowered
to add support to tpe soil column being_éroduced. The sample
was subsequently removed from the tube upon completion of

the sampling operation. The capillary tension method of

sample trimming wasused on fine, cohesionless material.
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Trimming by the freezing method consisted of placing the
undisturbed block sample in a liquid nitrogen bath (-320 F)
until frozen. The sample was then trimmed by the method

described by Lambe (1951).
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