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Mr. James P. O'Reilly, Director, Region II = — =G
Office of Inspection and Enforcement o © r=1
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission @ e =

230 Peachtree Street, N.W., Suite 1217

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

Dear Mr. O'Reilly:

REPORTABLE OCCURRENCE 335-78-11
ST. LUCIE UNIT 1
DATE OF OCCURRENCE: APRIL 15, 1978

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION 6.9.1.8.1
INCORE INSTRUMENT THIMBLES

The attached Licensee Event Report is being submitted in
accordance: with Technical Specification 6.9 to provide prompt
notification of the subject occurrence. :

Very truly yours,

|

|

/r'k&/‘/)w
Y. D. Schmidt
Vice President
MAS/mb . .
Attachment
cc: Robert Lowensteln, Esquire ) o
od
.{l

Directoxr, Office of Inspection and Enforcement (40)

Director, Office of Management Information and
Program Contxrol (3)
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LICENSEE EVENT REPOHT

C}T;‘:{_ . CONTROL BLOCK=1L | . l e! - [;‘se PRINT ALL REGUIRED INFORMATION)
' UCENSES ’ . - UCENSE EVENT
NAME LICENSE NUM.BER - TYPE TYPE
lFLLISILlsI 1| lolol=lololololol—=lolo]) [alalalala] lolal
7 4 15 . 2% 26 i 30 a1 32

REPORT REPOAT ) .
CATEGORY TYPE  SQURCE . COCKET NUMBSEA -~ EVENT DATE . " REPORT DATE
CONTI_L_l el L lOISIOI—-IOIsIslsI lolalafs]z]s] lo|4|?lsl7lsl

S7 S8 839 €0 . 68 69 74 75 ‘

EVENT - DESCRIPTICN .
[07F] | When the Upper Guide Structure (UGS) was removed (refueling shutdown), 3 (of 45) incore |

7 889 €0
- 5] |_instrument thimbles (or scabbards) remained in the core. All three showed evidence that |
88 80
- l a clean separation (no loose pieces) had occurred before plant cooldown. Each separat:ior{
7889 80
EE | was_at the point_of attachment to the UGS instrument plate. These thimbles are not |
7 88 ~ €0
[ pressure boundaries; thev act a "bushings" to support the incore detectors and to !
7 89 PrE . €0
SYSTEM  CAUSE CCMPCNENT COMPCNENT ’ .
cooz COOE COMPONENT COOE SUFFLER MANUFACTUREA VIOLATON
] | vl A] [B] [x[x|x[xlx]|x] [|N] fclsalolo] L]
7 89 10 11 12 17 43 44 47 48

CAUSE DESCRIPTION
- L'l‘he exact cause is not yet known, but the 3 tubes all separated at a threaded connectd. on[

7 889

. [ Further examination and evaluat:ion is planned to aid in determ:.n:.ng the exact cause and ]
7 889

- L the notent1a1 for recurrence. The results of this evaluation will be reported in a

88 FACIUITY METHOD OF ’ N . . €0
STATUS OTHER STATUS * DISCOVERY OISCOVERY DESCAIPTICN :
(1] lol010l L n/a | La] | N/A 1
7 8 S 10 12 13 ’ a4 a5 48 ‘ ) g0
FORM OF .
, ACTIVITY  CONTENT | .
RELEASED  OF RELEASE AMOUNT OF ACTIVITY LOCATICN OF RELEASE ;
[e lz] Lz | N/A | N/A ]
7 B8 9 10 1 . 44 45 &0
PEASONNEL EXPOSURES
NUMBER *©  TYPS DESCRIPTION . - ‘

(R Lololo] [z] | v/ !
7 89 1" 12 13 €0
PERSONNEL INJURIES . -

NUMEBER - CESCRPTION . ‘ )
- lOI olo] | N/A ‘ |
1 12 ] 80

. PROBABLE CONSEGUENCES )

LThese thimbles are not a pressure boundary. . . |
7 89 . " ' S0

LOSS OR DAMAGE TO FACILITY ‘ i

TYPE DESCRIPTION . . .
bEl Lz [ N/A : o
7 89 10 : 80

PUSLICTTY ' ) ]
! * N/A ) ]
7 89 " ] . ; .£0

ADDITIONAL FACTORS
[ See page 2 for continuation of, Event‘a'nd Cause Descriptions. ) i
7 889 . ‘ ' : 80
L. . ,
7 898 , 80

NAME: M. A. Schoppman : pHoNE:_305~552-3802
. GPO B8a1.8¢Y



" REPORTABLE OCCURRENCE 335-78-11
LICENSEE EVENT REPORT
PAGE TWO

EVENT DESCRIPTION (continued)

prevent detector movement in the fuel assembly CEA guide tubes.
Although evidence showed that the thimbles separated before the
plant shutdown, there was no effect on plant operation because

the associated detectors were still fully operable and the system
is designed with a high degree of redundancy. This item is being
reported as a potentially generic problem. This is. the first event
of its type at St. Lucie. (335-78-11) ‘

CAUSE DESCRIPTION (continued)

supplemental Licensee Event Report or in a repair report from
the vendor.




