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Ladies and Gentlemen: 

In accordance with the requirements of 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B), Southern Nuclear 
Operating Company (SNC) hereby submits the enclosed Licensee Event Report (LEA). 

This letter contains no NRC commitments. If you have any questions, please contact 
Keith Long at {912) 537-5874. 

D. R. Vineyard 
Vice President - Hatch 
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ABSTRACT (Umff to 1400 spaces, i.e., approximately 15 single-spaced typewritten lines) 

On February 9 through February 13, 2018, planned operations with the potential to drain the reactor vessel 
(OPDRV) activities were performed while Unit 1 remained in Refueling Mode (Mode 5) without an operable 
secondary containment. These activities are prohibited per Technical Specifications (TS) 3.6.4.1. However, 
recent NRC guidance provided in Enforcement Guidance Memorandum (EGM) 11-003, Revision 3 and in 
Regulatory Issue Suf!lmary (RIS) 2012-11 allowed the implementation of int~rim actions as an alternative to 
full compliance. These actions are contained in the operating procedure for the OPDRV activities performed 
during the 2018 Hatch Unit 1 Refueling Outage in February. 

The performance of OPDRV activities were planned activities that were completed under the guidance of 
plant procedures and confirmed to have low safety significance based on interim actions taken. Since these 
actions were deliberate, a cause determination was not necessary. A license amendment request (LAR) has 
been submitted for the associated NRC-approved Technical Specifications Task Force (TSTF) Traveler 542, 
"Reactor Pressure Vessel Water Inventory Control." 
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NARRATIVE 
Event Description 

In February 2018, with Unit 1 at 0 percent rated thermal power due to a scheduled refueling outage, planned 
operations with the potential to drain the reactor vessel (OPDRV) activities were performed without secondary 
containment intact in Mode 5 (Refueling Mode) contrary to Technical Specification (TS) 3.6.4.1. The NRC 
recognizes that such activities need to be performed during refueling outages. Activities are underway to 
formulate acceptable generic changes to BWR TS. NRC Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS) 2012-11 
communicated this guidance to the industry. Enforcement Guidance Memorandum (EGM) 11-003, Revision 3 
currently provides enforcement discretion for licensee noncompliance with TS containment requirements 
during OPDRV activities. The required interim actions specified in the EGM were incorporated into plant 
procedure 31 GO-OPS-025 "Operations with the Potential To Drain the Reactor Vessel." This procedure was 
utilized during the following three occasions during the 2018 Unit 1 Refueling Outage: 

Table 1: Hatch Unit 1 OPDRVs Performed February 2018 
OPDRV Activity Start End 
LPRM Removal and Replacement 02109/2018 0211 0/2018 
CAD Push-Pull 0211 0/2018 0211212018 
HCU Vent 0211212018 02113/2018 

This event is reportable per 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) as an operation or condition prohibited by Technical 
Specifications (TS) 3.6.4.1.C.3, which prohibits performing activities identified as OPDRVs in Mode 5 while 
secondary containment is inoperable. 

Event Cause Analysis 

Implementation of the required EGM 11-003, Revision 3 interim actions during the 2018 Unit 1 Refueling 
Outage was a planned activity. As such, no cause determination was performed for the events. 

Safety Assessment 

The OPDRVs discussed in this report performed during the Unit 1 Refueling Outage were accomplished using 
interim actions provided by the NRC in EGM 11-003, Revision 3. Hatch adhered to the NRC plain language 
meaning of OPDRV activities that could potentially result in draining of siphoning the reactor pressure vessel 
(RPV) water level below the top of the fuel. Hatch also met the requirements which specify the minimum 
adequate defense in depth was maintained to minimize the potential for the release of fission products with 
secondary containment not operable by (a) monitoring RPV level to identify the onset of a loss of inventory 
event, (b) maintaining the capability to isolate the potential leakage paths, (c) prohibiting Mode 4 (cold 
shutdown) OPDRV activities, and (d) prohibiting movement of irradiated fuel with the spent fuel storage pool 
gates removed in Mode 5. All other Mode 5 Technical Specifications requirements for OPDRV activities were 
followed. Since these compensatory measures were properly implemented, an adequate level of safety was 
!Jrovided during the performance of the OPDRV activities described in this report. Based on the information, 
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the performance of these OPDRV activities was determined to have a very low safety significance. 

Corrective Actions 

Consistent with the guidance given in EGM 11-003 Revision 3, Hatch has submitted a license amendment 
request for the associated NRC-approved Technical Specifications Task Force (TSTF) Traveler 542, "Reactor 
Pressure Vessel Water Inventory Control." 

Previous Similar Events 

LER 2017-001-00 

On February 10 through February 13, 2017, planned operations with the potential to drain the reactor vessel 
(OPDRV) activities were performed while Unit 2 remained in Refueling Mode (Mode 5) without an operable 
secondary containment. These activities are prohibited by Technical Specifications (TS) 3.6.4.1. However, 
recent NRC guidance provided in Enforcement Guidance Memorandum (EGM) 11-003, Revision 3 and in 
Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS) 2012-11 allowed the implementation of interim actions as an alternative to 
full compliance. These actions are contained in the operating procedure for the OPDRV activities performed 
during the 2017 Hatch Unit 2 Refueling Outage in February. 

LER 2016-002-00 

On February 13 through 15, 2016, February 15 through 16, 2016, and February 17 through 18,2016 
operations with the potential to drain the reactor vessel (OPDRV) activities were performed while Unit 1 
remained in Refueling Mode (Mode 5) without an operable secondary containment. These activities are 
prohibited by Technical Specifications (TS) 3.6.4.1 . However, recent NRC guidance provided in Enforcement 
Guidance Memorandum (EGM) 11-003, Revision 3 and in Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS) 2012-11 allowed 
the implementation of interim actions as an alternative to full compliance. These actions are compiled in the 
operating procedure for the OPDRV activities performed during the 2016 Hatch Unit 1 Refueling Outage in 
February. 

LER 2015-002-00 

On. February 16,2015, February 18 through 19,2015, and.February 23 through 24,2015 operations with the 
potential to drain the reactor vessel (OPDRV) activities were performed while Unit 2 remained in Refueling 
Mode (Mode 5) without an operable secondary containment. These activities are prohibited by Technical 
Specifications (TS) 3.6.4.1. However, recent NRC guidance provided in Enforcement Guidance Memorandum 
(EGM) 11-003, Revision 2 and in Regulatory Issue Summary (RIS) 2012-11 allowed the implementation of 
interim actions as an alternative to full compliance. These actions are compiled in the operating procedure for 
the OPDRV activities performed during the 2015 Hatch Unit 2 Refueling Outage in February. 
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