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Hi Jean,

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) is not able to provide concurrence on the species
effect determinations made by the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC) in the draft
Environmental Assessment (EA) for the Marsland Expansion Area, License Amendment
Application. While the completion of an Environmental Assessment meets compliance with
the National Environmental Policy Act, they do not necessarily contain the information the
Service needs to adequately assess a project under Section 7. Written requests to consult with
the Service under Section 7 need to be accompanied with a Biological Assessment (BA)
prepared containing the information in 50 CFR 8402.14(c). Given the chemical nature of
uranium (radioactive properties) and other contaminants introduced through the mining
process, the NRC needs to assess in the BA how contaminants introduced could potential
affect listed species and their critical habitats. The same should be considered when assessing
impacts to eagles and migratory birds.

Also, the draft EA does not assess all of the federally listed species likely to occur in the
proposed project area. The Rufa Red Knot ( Calidirs canutus rufa) and Black-footed ferret
(Mustela nigripes) are two federally listed species not assessed and should be.

Please contact me with any questions you may have on the comments.

Thank you,

Amanda

Amanda Ciurej

Fish and Wildlife Biologist

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,

Nebraska Ecological Services Field Office

9325 S Alda Road

Wood River, Nebraska 68883

office: 308-382-6468, ext. 211 (direct)

cell: 308-379-6592 (cell and 24-hr spill response backup)
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