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NIAGARAMOHAWKPOWER CORPORATION/300 ERIE BOULEVARDWEST, SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13202/TELEPHONE (315) 474-1511

December ll, 1979

Director of Nuclear Reactor Regulation
Attn: Mr. Thomas A. Ippolito, Chief
Operating Reactors Branch No. 3
U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, D. C. 20555

Re: Nine Mile Point Unit 1
Docket No. 50-220
DPR-63 . — =. *=-

Dear Mr. Ippolito:

On July 26, 1979, Amendment No. 33 to Facility Operating License No.
DPR-63 for the Nine Mile Point Nuclear Station, Unit No. 1 was issued. The
attached Fire Protection Safety Evaluation Report detailed modifications
required to the Fire Protection System. Niagara Mohawk requests approval to
modify one of these modifications.

Section 5.2.2 of the Safety Evaluation Report deals with the Auxiliary
Control Room and Computer Room. Paragraph 5.2.2.6 states that "The manual
C02 system will be changed to automatic initiation by smoke detection."
Since this area is frequently manned by computer personnel, etc., Niagara
Mohawk believes that an automatic initiating C02 system mav be unsafe. We
plan to install an automatic 6 percent HALON System, with hhe manual C02
system as a backup. This system fulfills the requirements of fire protection
while providing the degree of personnel safety required. Your approval by
January 31, 1980 is needed in order to complete installation in accordance
with schedule contained in the Safety Evaluation Report.

Very truly yours,

NIAGARA MOHAWK POWER CORPORATION
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D. P. Disc
" Vice President — Engineering
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