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Commonwealth Edison

Dresden Nucle:gi\wer Station v
R.A. #1 .
Morris, lllinois 60450

Telephone 815/942-2920

BBS Ltr. #77-773 May 13, 1977k

Mr. James G. Keppler, Regional Director
Directorate of Regulatory Operations - Region 1II
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

799 Roosevelt Road

Glen Ellyn, 1llinois 60137

Enclosed please find Reportable Occurrence report number 50-237/1977-17.
This report is being submitted to your office in accordance with the
Dresden Nuclear Power Station Technical Specifications, Section 6.6.B.

B.B. Stephenson 3
Station Superintendent
. Dresden Nuclear Power. Station
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EVENT DESCRIPTION .

- l Dnr'i’nv_norma'l oneration, the ball isolation valve on "E" Traversing. Incore Probe QTIP f

7 88
- | System Guide Tube failed to open from the €ontrol Room as required during a surveilleng:e

7 889 &0
|0|4| l The remaining TIP ball valves were exercised satisfactorily per procedure D0S-1600-8. |
789 an
- | Since the valve failed in the closed position, primary containment: was not violated. |
8898 318 ]
- 6] { 1f the ball va'lvp had failed in the open position, an operable squib _detopated |
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION

- l Failure occurred becaunse of the buildup in the valve of material which apparently 1
89

. I rnmmr! off tho TIP wnrobe and wire drive 'rhp mnre_ria_]_ag_cumulm;e_d_b_e_umen the l
7.89 * . ~ &g
- | moving parts of the valve and valve body, causing minor interferance, (cont) ]
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Event Description (cont)

"

shear vdlve would have been avilable as a backup to assure Primary Containment -
integri&y. The TIP ball valves on both Dresden Units 2 and 3 were replaced
with improved valves in 1975. This is the first failure of these valves since
that modification (50-237/1977-17).

Cause Description (cont)

The valve was inspected and attempts were made to trouble shoot the problem. It
was tested again but 1t continued to operate erratically. The valve was then
replaced and the new valve tested satisfactorily. The valve is a 1/4 inch

rotating ball, solenoid actuated, designed to seal against a 0-125 psig

air-water mixture, manufactured by General Pneumatic Corporation, cat. no. 608 KWJ06
revision 3.






