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P.D. Box Juno Beach, FL 33408-0420

'AUGUS1i 1 4 1989

L-89-279
10 CFR 50.73

U. S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Attn: Document Control Desk
Washington, D. C. 20555

Gentlemen:

Re: Turkey Point Unit 4
Docket No. 50-251
Reportable Event: 89-07
Date of Event: July 13, 1989
Missed Visual Examination on Repaired Containment
Penetrations Due to Personnel Error

The attached Licensee Event Report is being submitted pursuant to
the requirements of 10 CFR 50.73 to provide notification of the
subject event.

Very truly yours,

C. O.
Woody'cting Senior Vice President — Nuclear

COW/JRH/cm

Attachment

cc: Stewart, D. Ebneter, Regional Administrator, Region II, USNRC
Senior Resident Inspector, USNRC, Turkey Point Plant
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DESCRIPTIOR OF EVERT

On July 13, 1989, Unit 4 was in Mode 1 at approximately 25X power. At 1512 it
was determined that a required visual examination for leakage had been missed.
The 'missed test was discovered by the Construction project field engineer
(non-licensed contractor), during his review of the open items on his punah-
list. Three valves were replaced during the last refueling outage . These are
two inch valves which tie the steam generators (EIIS component SG) to the wet
layup system, and are normally closed during plant operation. They also serve
as aontainment isolation valves. Because these lines tie directly to the steam
generators, the required hydrostatic test was delayed to the next regularly
scheduled steam generator hydrostatic test. The delay was approved by invoking
ASME code case N-416 . This code case allows the delay provided two conditions
are met; the new welds are examined using surfaae examination methods, and
"prior to or immediately upon return to service, a visual examination (VT-2)
for leakage shall be conducted ...." The surface examination was conducted as
required, but the visual examination was left open pending pressurization of
the lines.

Technical Speaification 3.3.1 requires that aontainment integrity be maintained
in Modes 1 through 4 ~ Since the testing was not completed immediately upon
reaching conditions allowing performance of the system functional test, the
three containment penetrations assoaiated with these lines were technically
inoperable, and containment integrity was not verified to be maintained . The
associated aation statement requires that containment integrity be restored
within one hour. The required visual examinations were performed within one
hour of disaovery of the aondition, and no leakage was deteated.

CMSE OF EVENT

The cause of the event was aognitive personnel error. The engineering package
correctly invoked the code case, and required the two compensatory tests .
The Mechanical Proaess Installation List (construct'ion department work docu-
ment) required the System Functional Test. When the system was released to
the plant for use in filling the steam generators, the test was identified in
the punchlist of incomplete items. The error was that the cognizant field
engineer did not ensure that the test was performed immediately upon returning
the repaired piping to service .
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ANALYSIS OP EVENT

Although the three associated penetrations were technically inoperable, no
degradation of a safety barrier existed. This was verified by performing the
initial surface examination, and later demonstrated by the satisfactory com- "

pletion of the visual examination. The penetrations were capable of perform-
ing their intended function. Based on the above, the health and safety of
the public were not affected .

CORRECTIVE ACTIONS

1) The required visual examination was performed satisfactorily within one
hour of discovery of the condition. No leakage was detected.

2) The cognizant field engineer and the construction supervisors have
been counseled regarding the circumstances and significance of the incident.

3) procedures and other documents governing the flow of work and testing by
the construction department are being reviewed to determine if changes can be
made to aid in preventing recurrence . The review will be completed and any
beneficial procedure changes submitted for approval by October 14, 1989.

ADDITIONAL IHFORMhTION

No similar events have been reported .
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