Up- 8503

Homestake Mining Company of

California
Grants Reclamation Project Thomas WOhlfOl‘d
' Closure Manager
Grants Project
28 November 2017

ATTN: Mr. Matthew Meyer

Project Manager

Materials Decommissioning Branch

Division of Decommissioning, Uranium Recovery and Waste Programs
Office of Nuclear Materials Safety and Safeguards

U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission

Mail Stop: T-8F5

Washington, DC 20555

ATTN: Mr. Sairam Appaji
Region VI Superfund
Division 1445 Ross Avenue,
Suite 1200 6SF-LP

Dallas, TX 75202-2733

ATTN: Mr. Kurt Vollbrecht

Ground Water Quality Bureau

New Mexico Environment Department
PO Box 5469

Santa Fe, NM 87502-5469

ATTN: Mr. Christopher Burrus
New Mexico Office of the State
Engineer 5550 San Antonio Drive,
N.E. Albuquerque, NM 87109

RE: Revised Scope of Work - Re-Seeding of Former Land Application Areas for Dus
Control '

Dear Sirs:

Homestake Mining Company’s (HMC) is proposing to re-seed three of the former land application
areas with native vegetation to aid the re-establishment of vegetation to decrease the dust from
these areas at the Grants Reclamation Project site. The amount of dust and earth blowing from
the non-vegetated areas on the southern portion of the Grants site has generated a number of
complaints from local residents who are currently forming a committee to push both HMIC and the
Village of Milan, who also has some non-vegetated properties to the south, to act on the issue.
HMC respectively requests NRC review and approval of this scope of work.

HMC formally irrigated 120 acres in Section 34 by flood irrigation and 150 acre center pivot in
Section 33. Figure 1 shows the locations of the four irrigation areas. Additionally, 24 acres of
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flood irrigation was performed in Section 33. HMC also irrigated 100 acres by center pivot in
Section 28 where the vegetation is reasonably established and not part of this scope of work.
These are the former land application areas where HMC formerly used' slightly-impacted T
groundwater to irrigate and grow forage crops. such as hay and alfalfa from, 2 00 to 2012. As part
of the NRC Confirmatory Order, HMC compiled a Land Appllcatlon Assessment of these areas -
that was submitted to the NRC and NMED on September 25, 2017. - '

Land Preparation and Re-Seedlng

The re-seeding is proposed to be done prror fo the monsoon season in 2018 and is discussed for
each area below. HMGC reached out to a local experrenced re-vegetation contractor (Taylor ‘
Services) regarding the. processmf re-seeding Sections 33 and 34. Before re- seedrng, the areas
will be prepared by leveling ‘off the soil piles that have built up due to wind transport to match theA 4
surrounding terrain, An area where adequate vegetation exists’ should not be drsturbed and no
re-seeded. Dust suppressicn activities will’ be performed.using a water truck during plowmg and:, -
earth-work activities. Compliant water from HMC's San Andres Fresh Water Deep Well No. 2 will?
be used to fill the water truck. Thereafter, the ground will be prepared for the seed mix using a
disc plow or other related pre- seeding ground preparation methods. Following ground preparatior
activities, a seed mixture of vegetatron native to the surrounding area will be planted in the areas
using the acre-spread rates and depths recommended by the Natural Resources Conservation.
Service (NRCS). The seed mixture (as recommended by the NRCS) er[ mclude the followmg
plant species shown in Table 1. o B e . 0

Table 1. NRCS Recommended Native Seed Mix

Species % of Mix Seeding Rate Ave. Purity Aver. Germ.
. “(ibs/ac) L (%) (%)
Alkali Sacaton (Salado) 1% 0.7 95% 70%
Grama, Blue (Hachita) 1% - 05 I T70% T “60%
Sand Dropseed -~ A% - 2 0.1 85% 80%.
Wheatgrass, Western (Arribg)” { - . 15% .= <93 . T 85% 60% -
Saltbrush, Fourwing o i 82%. .| w495 -~ 80% 80%
¥ K EEERE g L S

Section 34 Flood Area

The attached Photo 1 shows the wmdblown matenal in the Sectron 34 former flood |rr|gat|on area -
which consist of 120 acres. This area shows very little vegetation and needs re-vegetation. Areas
where some vegetation exists should not be disturbed if they can be avoided and not re-seeded.

Sectron 33 Center Pivot and Flood Area: ,

The South pivot area rs shown i in, Photo 2 wrth some vegetatlon shown near the center of the .
pivot. Sandy areas should riot be disc plowed or leveled prior to: re-seedrng Photo 3 shows the
24 acre of flood area in Section 33 Areas where some vegetauon‘"exrsts should not be dlsturbed &
and notre-seeded. .. . G Dot DT g e r e G o
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Poto 2. Section 33 Former 150-Acre South Center Pivot Area.
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Photo 3. Section 33 Former 24-Acre Flood Irrigation Area.

Thank you for your time and attention on this matter. If you or anyone on your staff has any
questions, please contact me at the Grants office at 505.287.4456, extension 34, or call me

directly on my cell phone at 505.290.2187.

Respectfully, i

&4 %/VW

Thomas Wohliford

Closure Manager ;
Homestake Mining Company of California
Office: 505.287.4456 x34 | Cell: 505.290.2187

Copy To:

B. Tsosie, DOE, Grand Junction, Colorado (electronic copy)

M. McCarthy, Barrick, Salt Lake City, Utah (electronic copy)

H. Burns, Barrick, Toronto, Ontario (electronic copy)

C. Burton, Barrick, San Francisco, California (electronic copy)

G. Hoffman, Hydro-Engineering, Casper, Wyoming (electronic copy)
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FIGURE 1. LOCATION OF IRRIGATION AREAS






