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EVENT DESCRIPTION AND PROBABLE CONSEQUENCES i
o121 | On January 18, 1979, while performing a routine isolation condenser | =
I__r—l | - valve operability test, T.S. 3.8.A was violated when valve V-14-35 fail- [ #
[0Ta] | "ed to open completely. When the test initiating signal was applied, the | :
[6713] | valve opened approximately 10% and then stopped. Valve V-14-35 is D.C. | f
oTs] | motor operated and is fitted with a double torque.limit switch which is | ]
[617] | bypassed by a shorting switch during approximately the first 10% of ) |
L ;"":"! i
o781 | valve travel. |
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CAUSE DESCRIPTION AND coanecnvs ACTIONS @
101 | The cause of this occurrence was dirty torque limit switch contacts |
G171 | which created an opening in the motor circuit after approximately 10% I
T3] | valve ‘travel. The contacts were cleaned and burnished and the valve test |
131 | was successfully completed. The use of an ohm meter to check the torque |
| ' limit switch contacts will be incorporated into the P.M. program. |
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Y . Jersey Central Power & Light Company
I 5 A v Madison Avenue at Punch Bowl Road
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OYSTER CREEK NUCLEAR GENERATING STATION
Forked River, New Jersey 08731

—~ Licensee Event Report
_ Reportable Occurrence No. 50-219/79-1/3L-0

Report Date
February 15, 1979

Occurrence Date.

January 18, 1979

identification of Occurrence

Violation of the Technical Specifications, paragraph 3.8:A when valve V-14-35
failed to operate as required during a routine valve operability test. This

event is considered.to be a reportable occurrence as defined in the Technical
Specifications, paragraph 6.9.2.b.2.

Conditions Prior.to Occurrence

The plant was in a shutdown condition for maintenance.

Plant parameters at the time of the occurrence were:

Reactor pressure - 145 psig
Recirculation flow - 3.1 x 10" gpm
Stack Gas - 90 uCi/sec

- Description of Occurrence

On Thursday, January 18, 1979, at approximately 1500 hours, while performing
the isolation condenser valve operability test, valve V-14-35 failed to open
completely. Upon an . initiation signal, valve V-14-35 opened approximately
10%, and then stopped. °

Apparent Cause of Occurrence

Component failure was the cause of this event.

Valve V-14-35 is D.C. motor operated and is fitted with a double torque limit
switch.

Jersey Central Power !Light Company is a Memper of the General PQuc Utilities System -
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During approximately the first 10% of travel in the opening mode, the torque
limit switch is bypassed by the use of a shorting switch because of the high
torque required to unseat the valve. After 10% of travel, the torque limit
switch- controls valve travel. .

Upon failure of valve V-14-35, investigation revealed that the contacts on
the torque limit switch were dirty; thus creating an opening in the motor
circuit after approximately 10% of valve travel.

Analysis of Occurrence

The safety significance of this event is considered to be minimal since
during this period the "A' isolation condenser was available for operation.
If one isolation condenser is found to be inoperable, there is no immediate
threat to the heat removal capability for the reactor and reactor operation.
The purpose of the isolation condenser is to depressurize the reactor and to
remove reactor decay heat in the event that the main condenser is unavailable
as a heat sink and heat removal systems which required AC power for operation
are not available.

Corrective Action

The torque limit switch contacts were cleaned with a suitable solvent type
cleaner and burnishing, tool. The use of an ohm meter to check the torque
limit "switch contacts will be incorporated into the preventative maintenance
program.

Valve V-14-35 was then cycled three times successfully, meeting all the -
requirements of the isolation condenser valve operability test.

Failure Data .

Manufacturer: Limitorque Corporation

Limitorque - double torque limit switch

Part No. SMB-00
Type SMB-2







