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February 1, 1999

United States Nuclear Regulatory Commission
Washington, DC 20555

Operating License DPR-58
Docket No. 50-315

Document Control Manager:

In accordance with the criteria established by 10 CFR 50.73 entitled Licensee Event
Report System, the following interim report is being submitted:

LER 315/98-060-00, “Interim - Reactor Trip System Response Time Testing Does
Not Comply With Technical Specification Requirement”.

No commitments were identified in this submittal.
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On December 31, 1998, plant personnel identified that Reactor Trip System Reponse Time (RTSRT) testing did not
comply with the Technical Specification (TS) definition of RTSRT. Upon further review of the TS requirements for the
Reactor Trip System, it was determined on December 31, 1998, that TS surveillance requirements for the RTSRT was not
performed in accordance with Technical Specification (TS) 4.3.1.1.3. TS Definition 1.22 states that the RTSRT is
considered to be the interval from when a monitored parameter exceeds its trip setpoint at the channel sensor until the
loss of stationary gripper coil voltage. TS 4.3.1.1.3 requires that the RTSRT of each reactor trip function be demonstrated
to be within its limit at least once per 18 months. The testing to demonstrate compliance with the TS 4.3.1.1.3 surveillance
requirement would be accomplished by channel test measurements, as stated in the TS bases. Surveillance test
procedures used to comply with the TS surveillance requirement measures the response time from the initiation of the
channel sensor trip to the the opening of the reactor trip breakers. However, these procedures do not measure the
response time from the opening of the reactor trip breakers to the loss of stationary gripper coil voltage. Therefore, the
surveillance requirement of TS 4.3.1.1.3 has not been met. In accordance with 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B), this interim LER is
being submitted as a condition prohibited by the plant's TS.

The proximate cause of this condition is inadequate procedures, which were apparently based on the definition of reactor
trip system response time. There is currently an ongoing evaluation of the significance and root cause of this event.
Corrective actions will be developed based on the results of the evaluation. It is anticipated that an update to this LER will
be submitted by April 5, 1999.
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