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On October 20 1998, with Units 1 and 2 in Mode 5,"Cold Shutdown, Engineering noted potential problems with emergency
boron injection utilizing the Boric Acid Storage Tanks and the Boric Acid Transfer (BAT) Pumps to provide concentrated
boric acid to the Reactor Coolant System (RCS) charging pump suction header. Technical Specifications (TS) 3.1.2.1 and
3.1.2.2 require boron injection flow paths to the RCS for reactivity control. One potential problem was that, in certain ]
operating conditions, the BAT pumps may not have had adequate net positive suction head (NPSH). The second potential
problem involved the possibility of boric acid precipitation degrading an emergency boron injection flow path.

There is no evidence that boron injection capability had actually been diminshed at any time. However, since the requisite
number of emergency boron injection paths may not have been available in all applicable plant conditions, the emergency
boron injection path is conservatively considered to have been inoperable. Therefore, there would have been times when
the applicable TS action statements may not have been met. In accordance with 10CFR50.73(a)(2)(i)(B), this condition is
being reported as a condition prohibited by the plant's TS.

Engineering evaluation of this event is continuing. Due to the complex nature of the potential problems and the system
interfaces, additional time is being taken to evaluate the identified conditions. Current expectations are to submit an

update to this LER by February 19, 1999.
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