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In accordance with the criteria established by 10 CFR 50.73 entitled Licensee Event
! . Report System, the following interim report is being submitted:

‘ LER 315/98-053-00, “Use of Inoperable Substitute Subcooling Margin Monitor”

No commitments were identified'in this submittal.
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On November 9, 1998, plant Instrument and Control (1&C) personnel performing cross-calibration checks on core exit
thermocouple indications for the Plant Process Computer (PPC) found that all points were indicating 30 to 35 degrees F
too high. Investigation by plant personnel has revealed that the PPC inputs for core exit thermocouples were calibrated as
linear signals as opposed to calibration to a thermocouple curve. This resulted in the erroneous PPC indication. This
condition has existed since installation of the PPC in 1992.

Technical Specification (TS) 3.3.3.8, "Post-Accident Instrumentation," allows the PPC subcooling margin indication to be
substituted for the TS required subcooling monitor. TS surveillance Requirement 4.3.3.8, Table 4.3-7, Item 11 requires a
monthly channel check and an 18 month channe! calibration on the Reactor Coolant System Subcooling Margin Monitor.
In the past, the PPC subcooling margin indication has been substituted for the TS required instrumentation. No TS
surveillance testing was performed on the PPC core exit thermocouple input to the PPC subcooling margin monitors prior
to substituting the PPC subcooling margin indication for TS required instrumentation. On November 30, 1998, this
condition was determined to be reportable in accordance with 10 CFR 50.73(a)(2)(i)(B) as a condition prohibited by the
plant's Technical Specifications due to missed surveillance testing.

Investigation into this condition is continuing, and is expected to be complete by February 1, 1999. An update to this
interim LER will be submitted by February 16, 1998.
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